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Churches  can  bring  about  change  in  environmental  crisis 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Churches  Parham  said,  is  evident  in  Scrip-  tian  community  to  apply  them, 
are  going  to  have  to  do  more  than  ture.  “The  Bible  speaks  about  All  too  often,  churches  are  not 
just  observe  “Earth  Day”  this  week  guarding  the  garden,  letting  the  willing  to  recognize  problems 
if  they  truly  want  to  make  a  differ-  land  rest,  preserving  fruit  trees 
ence  in  the  environmental  crisis,  protecting 
according  to  a  Southern  Baptist  hens,  know- 
ethicist.  ing  that  the 

They  must  be  willing  to  embrace  creation 
a  new  “environmental”  ethic.  “Too  belongs  to  the 
many  Christians  have  studied  the  Creator,  cele- 
Bible  for  too  many  years  without  b  rating  the 
ever  learning  about  the  message  of  beauty  of 
earth-keeping,”  said  Robert  God’s  created 
Parham,  director  of  the  Baptist  order,  and 
Center  for  Ethics.  “We  have  sim-  recognizing 
ply  missed  it  Or  perhaps  we  fytve  that  human 


August  Aviary 


Several  avenues  exist  for  Christian 
involvement  in  environment  care 


headquarters  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Baptist  state  convention  ethics 
agencies,  such  as  the  Christian 
Action  Commission  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention,  the 
Council  on  Christian  Life  and 


Public  Affairs  of  the  Baptist  State 


Texas?also  address  environmental  MC  wins  conservation  award 

issues,  Higgins  said.  Ted  Snazelle,  right  of  First  Church,  Clinton,  and  professor  of  biology  at 

Many  environmental  organiza-  Mississippi  College,  received  the  1992  Conservation  Developer  Award  on 
tions  have  a  non-religious  philoso-  behalf  of  the  college  from  the  Hinds  County  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Dis- 
phy  and  a  broad-based  member-  trict  during  its  recent  annual  banquet  at  Hinds  Community  College.  Making 
ship,  Higgins  recounted.  Some  of  the  presentation  is  Jack  Winstead,  representing  HCSWCD.  MC  received  the 


are  well  known,  such  award  for  Its  beautification  program,  sui 


Snazelle.  (MC  photo) 
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uy  Henderson 


The  English  Bible  is  the  supreme  other  nations.  Even  in  the  back  golia,  Russia,  and  other  nations, 
heritage  of  the  English-speaking  areas  of  Russia,  not  on  the  news.  Also,  to  teachers  who  set  forth, 

someone  can  speak  English.  As  a  learning  a  new  culture  and  speaking 
grammarian  said,  “English  is  the  same  tongue,  have  a  great  min- 
where  it’s  at”  It  is  Britain’s  most  istry  awaiting, 
reliable  export  and  the  editor  of  a  Would  we  be  amiss  to  proclaim 
famous  English  dictionary  pro-  a  “green  alert”  and  get  video  teams 
nounced  a  man  deprived  if  he  does  into  far  away  places.  I’ve  wit- 

anese  are  tressed  entire  villages  turn  out  to 
e  invasion  see  a  scratchy  “Baptist  Hour”  film. 

The  Voice  of  America  is  taking 
our  culture  (much  of  it  hardly 
worth  the  export  effort)  all  over 
the  globe.  Here  and  there  Chris- 
it,  has  been  translated  into  over  English  now  travels  with  the  speed  tianity  has  the  voice  of  the  Andes, 
2,000.  However,  many  languages,  of  sound  to  most  every  hamlet  in  the  the  voice  of  Asia,  of  Africa,  but 
tribes,  and  dialects  are  dying  out  world.  Can  you  believe  the  Tuareg  the  need  is  to  proclaim  glad  tidings 
and  linguisticians  say  we  may  tribe  in  Africa  delayed  its  annual  in  every  home.  Bible  societies 
have  only  300  languages  in  gener-  migratory  expedition  a  week  in  order  have  made  the  Bible  available  in 
ations  to  come.  About  3S0  million  to  catch  me  last  episode  of  “Dallas?”  English  or  the  mother  tongue.  The 
people  use  English  as  their  prim  a-  Is  there  a  connection  between  the  media  should  provide  the  quickest 
ry  language,  but  this  could  well  be  global  conquering  rapidity  of  the  way  to  make  known  the  Word, 
just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  English  English  language  and  the  resources  The  tower  of  Babel  is  not  being 
constitutes  80%  of  information  of  western  Chnstianity?  The  doors  rebuilt;  however,  English  is  still 
stored  in  computers.  It  is  the  lan-  are  open  for  video  and  audio  English  the  most  sought-after  language  of 
guage  of  technology  and  science,  to  reach  the  palace  and  the  mpa  huts,  this  era.  The  power  of  the  printed 
sports,  the  Olympic  games,  and  the  The  hunger  for  English  could  be  the  page,  the  radio-TV  message,  the 
majority  of  business  deals.  It  is  vehicle  to  reach  millions  with  the  unsuspecting  audio  tape,  and  satel- 
also  the  language  of  Christianity.  message  of  the  gospel.  I’m  grateful  lite  communication  cannot  be 
English  is  the  second  language  to  see  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  ignored.  To  whom  much  is  given, 
in  India,  Nigeria,  and  a  dozen  using  this  avenue  into  China,  Moo-  much  will  be  required. 


world.  It  has  played  a  part  in  mak¬ 
ing  English  the  most  sought-after 
language  of  our  day.  One’s  lan¬ 
guage,  the  ability  to  verbally  com¬ 
municate,  is  a  precious  instrument. 

This,  in  spite  of  Shakespeare’s 
having  said,  “We  have  been  at  a  not  know  English.  J 
great  feast  of  languages  and  stolen  said  to  be  worried  by 
some  of  the  scraps.”  of  20,000  English  words  into  their 

Presently  there  are  between  vocabulary  since  1945,  and  “we 
3,000  and  6,000  languages  in  the  now  speak  Japlish,”  according  to 
world.  The  Bible,  or  least  part  of  one  Tokyo  wit 


Quo  vadis? 


The  economic  picture  in  America  bets.  Today,  this  creates  a  “church  don’t  look  that  encouraging,  he  is 
is  said  to  be  improving,  but  still  family,”  builds  loyalty,  and  makes  always  there.  How  thankful  I  am 
many  people  seek  employment,  all  the  church  more  caring.  that  I  can  claim  his  promises,  like 

Thousands  have  been  laid  off  and  A  member  of  one  of  our  churches  Hebrews  4:16. 1  can  call  upon  my 
wonder  if  there  is  “life  after  lay-  shares  his  testimony:  Lord  every  day  and  he  hears  my 

off.”  It  plays  a  major  role  in  the  “My  name  is  David  and  I  have  pleas;  even  in  times  when  I  cannot 
race  for  the  White  House  and  in  the  been  laid  off  from  the  offshore  oil  bring  myself  to  pray,  it  is  reassur- 
house  down  the  street.  industry  since  September  1991.  I  mg  to  know  there  are  other  Chris- 

In  Mississippi  we  may  have  did  apply  for  unemployment  com-  dans  praying  for  us.  Our  Lord  is 
weathered  the  recession  a  little  bet-  pensation,  but  that  took  nearly  a  good  and  our  needs  have  always 
ter  than  many  states.  Still,  churches  month  to  start  coming.  Though  it  been  met 
see  the  havoc  wrought  by  job  ter-  helped  some,  it  did  not  begin  to  “Our  church  family  has  helped  us 

ruination  and  seek  new  ways  to  replace  what  was  already  lost  The  considerably  with  monetary  assis- 
minister  to  the  challenge.  bills  continued  to  come  in,  our  tance,  with  their  prayers,  and  just 

Dozens  of  Mississippi  churches  health  insurance  had  to  be  paid,  and  being  there.  There  are  not  words  to 
participate  in  fund  raising  for  there  were  just  everyday  expenses  express  what  it’s  been  like  to  have 
expensive  medical  treatment  while  to  be  met  Christian  friends, 

members  are  without  insurance  “My  wife  works  also,  but  going  “My  wife’s  family  lives  near  us 
benefits.  Some  will  pay  a  month’s  from  two  incomes  to  just  one  is  and  they  have  been  a  help.  I  thank 
rent  for  an  unemployed  member,  very  stressful.  It  changed  our  priori-  them  for  their  help,  their  prayers, 
others  operate  a  semi-employment  ties  and  caused  us  to  make  adjust-  and  encouraging  words.  There  were 
office,  matching  jobs  with  people,  ments  as  a  family.  My  wife  has  had  several  organizations  which  gave 
One  church  on  the  Gulf  Coast  pro-  more  difficulty  dealing  with  it  us  some  assistance.  There  is  some 
vide$  work  for  a  limited  time  in  mainly  because  she  looks  to  me  for  funding  for  situations  like  ours,  that 
various  ministries.  her  security.  Our  oldest  daughter  others  may  not  know  is  available. 

There  are  many  scriptures  may  have  developed  a  nervous  con-  “I  would  like  to  add  a  word  of 
admonishing  man  to  work  (2  Thes.  dition  from  the  stress  of  my  job  encouragement  to  those  who  may 
3:10).  But  when  work  is  not  avail-  loss.  be  experiencing  a  similar  situation: 

able,  and  the  unemployment  rate  “I  tried  finding  other  work.  It’s  It  is  not  always  easy  to  cope  with 
skyrockets,  should  the  church  seek  not  always  easy.  The  state  of  our  difficult  problems,  but  our  God  is 
to  have  a  ministry  in  helping  people  economy  and  my  being  over  40  faithful  and  we  can  trust  him,  like 
find  work,  or  give  assistance  as  the'  adds  to  the  difficulty.  I  looked  into  Psalm  20:7  and  Philippians  4:19 
church  is  able?  several  good  job  possibilities  and  say.  While  I  am  still  out  of  work 

Pray  only,  or  pray  and  pay?  they  fell  through.  This  left  me  quite  and  have  my  days,  the  Lord  is  still 
While  it  was  not  the  major  part  of  discouraged  for  some  time.  there  providing.  Let  our  prayers 

its  ministry,  apparently  the  early  “I  thank  the  good  Lord  for  pro-  and  his  leading  be  our  source  of 
church  did  try  to  care  for  its  mem-  viding  for  us.  Even  when  things  strength.”  —  GH 


I  turned  in  amazement,  question-  Just  coi 
ing  his  sanity  along  with  his  dex-  school  i 
terity.  It  reminded  me  of  a  new  lady  let 
missionary  who  came  to  the  field  were 
and  was  described  as  gung-ho,  on  whole  i 
fire  for  the  Lord,  and  of  great  zeal,  her  test 
“Give  us  a  few  weeks  and  we  will  cried, 
get  him  out  of  that,”  was  the  reclaim 
laconic  reply  of  an  old  veteran.  1  kne1 

Apparently  this  pastor  had  not  g6*  *1* 
been  reading  Baptist  papers  or  y616  81 
even  the  daily  papers.  in  foe  b 

“Why,  it  looks  like  the  world  is  ^d  hr 
going  to  pieces,  evil  is  rampant,  provim 
and  daily  we  are  becoming  more  church, 
and  more  like  Sodom.”  sick!  I 

“I  don’t  know  about  that  but  last  cruisei 
night  we  were  out  for  visitation  things, 
and  had  two  people  to  accept  should 
Christ  Ah,  it  was  so  neat  and  I  can  draws  t 
hardly  wait  til  Sunday.”  another 

It  was  evident  I  was  not  getting  Oh™ 
through  to  the  pastor.  “You  know,  *1  hr 
all  this  controversy  in  the  Conven-  office, 
tion,  ordaining  certain  folks,  slan-  some  I 
dering  one  another,  and  all  that”  80016  8 
“Yeah,  perhaps  so,  but  I’m  so  never  a 
busy  visiting  the  hospital,  prepar-  good  ai 
ing  my  messages;  tell  you  the  what  b 
truth,  I  don’t  pay  much  attention  to  t0  do? 
that.  I  just  try  to  keep  up  with  my  Chevet 
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Mississippi  earns  t1 
ACTS  nominations 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  The  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.  State  ACTS  Track,”  a  look  at  local  teens  in  the 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  director,  Farrell  Blankenship,  pro-  walks  with  the  Lord.  It  is  one  of 

Board  has  been  nominated  for  a  duced  the  program  with  technical  only  three  programs  nominated  for 

1992  ACTS  Award  its  program  direction  and  editing  assistance  an  ACTS  Award  in  the  category'  of 

entitled,  “If  You  Love  Me..v”  from  Ken  Anderson  of  Anderson  “Musical  or  Dramatic  Series.” 

according  to  Deborah  Little,  Productions,  also  of  Jackson.  The  The  ACTS  Awards  will  be  pre- 

national  marketing  director  for  program  was  aired  on  a  number  of  sented  during  an  awards  ceremony  M...  p*  i„  vr  u 
ACTS  (the  American  Christian  local  ACTS  boards  around  the  called  “Night  of  Honors,”  to  be  on  <•  ameia  luiescn 
Television  System).  state.  held  April  23  at  Travis  Avenue  Ricky  and  Cynthia  Jei 

“If  You  Love  Me...”  is  a  58-  ACTS  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  has  been  Church,  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  Popu-  were  among  38  people  name< 
minute  program  featuring  high-  nominated  for  a  1992  ACTS  lar  singer,  songwriter,  and  televi-  sionaries  by  the  Foreign  M 

lights  of  the  156th  session  of  the  Award  for  its  program  entitled,  sion  host  Gary  McSpadden  will  Board,  SBC  April  7  in  Littl 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  “PowerTracts,”  according  to  Little,  host  the  gala  event.  Coliseum  at  Clemson  (S.C. 

held  Nov.  12-13,  1991.  It  is  one  of  “PowerTracts”  is  a  weekly  one-  Christian  recording  artists  Steve  versity. 
only  three  programs  nominated  for  hour  music  video  program  featur-  and  Annie  Chapman  will  present  The  Jenkinses  will  live  in 
an  ACTS  Award  in  the  category  of  ing  Christian  artists  and  music.  The  musical  entertainment  for  the  two-  co>  where  he  will  work  wit 

“Religious  SpeciaL”  program's  segments  include  inter-  hour  special,  which  will  be  telecast  dents  and  they  will  be  invol 

“If  You  Love  Me...”  was  pro-  views  with  Christian  recording  live  on  ACTS  beginning  at  8  p.m.,  a  variety  of  outreach  mini: 

duced  using  the  facilities  of  First  artists,  local  guests,  and  “Teens  on  Central  Daylight  Time.  Since  1984  he  has  been  mini: 


Ricky  and  Cynthia  Jenkins 


SEBTS  trustees  will  vote 
on  nominee  Paige  Patterson 


-  By  Herb  Hollinger 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  College’s  morning  chapel  A 
Paige  Patterson,  an  architect  of  the  and  would  prefer  not  to  m; 

“conservative  resurgence”  in  the  comments  tmtil  that  time. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is  A  special  meeting  of  SEBTS  urged  Patterson’s  election  as  the 
the  nominee  tor  the  next  president  board  of  trustees  has  been  called 
of  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  May  14  at  the  Wake  Forest  cam- 
Forest,  N.C.  pus  at  2  p.m.,  Ellsworth  said.  Pat- 

Roger  Ellsworth,  Benton,  Ill.,  terson  will  meet  with  faculty  and  problems, 
pastor  and  chairman  of  the  semi-  students  of  Southeastern  before  the 
nary’s  trustees,  told  Baptist  Press  trustee  meeting  and  possibly  as 
April  20  Patterson,  49,  was  the  early  as  next  week  in  keeping  with 
choice  of  the  search  committee  trustee  policy, 
and  bad  accepted  the  committee’s  The  announcement  confirmed 
invitation.  speculation  going  back  before 


year.  He  will  retire  June  30  after  Callie  Alyssa,  1986. 

four  years  as  president.  Many  Milton  and  Pamela  Kliesch  Frederick  i 
trustees,  students,  and  alumni  had  will  live  in  Togo,  where  he  will  Massengill 

teach  at  the  Baptist  School  of  The- 
fifth  president  to  help  the  strug-  ology  for  West  Africa  in  Lome 
gling  seminary  with  financial,  and  they  will  be  involved  in  a  vari- 
enrollment,  and  accreditation  ety  of  outreach  ministries.  Since 

1990  he  has  been  pastor  of  New 
In  fact,  Ellsworth  said  Patterson  Beulah  Church,  Hammond,  La. 
fit  the  four  considerations  the  Born  in  Magnolia,  Miss., 
search  committee  felt  were  prima-  Kliesch  grew  up  in  Kentwood,  La. 

ry  for  a  new  president:  student  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  born  in  1982;  Whitney  Wyeth 
recruitment,  faculty  recruitment,  College  and  Southern  Seminary 
financial  development,  and  accred-  and  has  a  doctor  of  ministry 
itatioo.  degree  from  New  Orleans  Semi- 

cial  retirement  notice  earlier  this  “Dr.  Patterson’s  experiences  in  nary 

these  areas  are  such  that  he  will 
make  a  very  fine  president,” 

Ellsworth  told  Baptist  Press. 

In  recent  years  declining  enroll¬ 
ment,  a  faculty  exodus  and  finan¬ 
cial  struggles  have  plagued  the 
seminary  which  was  put  on  proba¬ 
tion  by  its  regional  accrediting 
agency.  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools,  late  last 
year.  « 

Two  other  candidates  had  been 
interviewed  by  the  trustees’  execu¬ 
tive  committee  acting  as  the  search 
committee,  Ellsworth  said.  R. 

Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  editor  of  the' 

Georgia  Baptist  newsjoumal,  The 
Christian  Index,  and  Richard 
Melick,  a  professor  at  Mid-Ameri¬ 
ca  Seminary,  Memphis,  Term.,  are 
both  considered  strong  and  active 
conservatives  within  the  SBC. 

Late  last  year  Patterson  declined 
an  invitation  from  Jerry  Falwell  to 
S  (See  PATTERSON  on  page  9) 


uate  of  Judson  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  has  taught 
school  in  Louisiana.  She  is  the  for¬ 
mer  Pamela  Palmer.  The  Klieschs 
have  served  as  home  missionaries 
in  Louisiana  and  Alaska.  They 
have  three  children.  Holly  Leigh, 
-  ~  u 

1984;  and  Mindy  Michelle,  1988. 

Frederick  and  Carolyn  Sue 
Massingill  will  live  in  Senegal, 
where  they  will  work  as  dorm  par- 
An  Alabamian,  Pamela  is  a  grad-  (See  FMB  on  page  9) 

J.  B.  Gray,  Franklin  DOM, 
dies  April  18  at  age  74 

J.  B.  Gray,  74,  director  of  mis-  on  Sl  George  Island, 
sions  for  Franklin  Association,  died  Gray  and  his  wife,  the  former 
unexpectedly  April  18  at  his  home.  Martha  Jones,  returned  to  her 

H  Funeral  services  native  Franklin  County  where  he 
were  held  April  became  active  as  association  clerk 
20  at  New  Hope  and  as  interim  pastor  of  three 
Church,  Franklin  county  churches  and  then  interim 
County.  DOM  before  accepting  that  posi- 


Lottie  Moon  offering 

Congratulations,  Mississippi  Baptists!  Your  sacrificial  gr 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  has  set  a  record  for  our  state. 


sions.  Let’s  kc 
sions  through 


Cooperative  Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 


Maijean  Patterson 
executive  director 
Mississippi  WMU 


“I  will  still  be  involved  in  missions” 


Parks  discusses  his  plans  to  retire  as  president  of  FMB 


Keith  Parks  announced  on  March  20 
following  a  closed-door  session  with 
FMB  trustees  near  Dallas  his  plans  to 
retire  in  October.  In  a  wide-ranging  in¬ 
terview  with  Editor  Julian  Pentecost 
and  Associate  Editor  Robert  Dilday 
on  March  27,  Parks  commented  on  his 
decision. 


Q 


Were  there  any  surprises  in  the 
agenda  or  dialogue  that  came 
of  the  Dallas  meeting? 


A  One  of  the  surprises  for  me  was 
that  it  was  a  genuine  spiritual 
experience  for  many  of  us.  I 
thought  we  might  just  tip  our  hats, 
have  a  prayer  and  get  into  a  knock¬ 
down,  drag-out  kind  of  discussion.  But 
there  was  real,  honest  openness  to  the 
Lord  and  each  other  among  many  of 
us,  although  I  wouldn't  try  to  speak  for 
90  people  (who  were  there). 


Q 


Was  there  a  particular  point  in 
the  meeting  when  the  decision 
to  retire  became  clear? 


A  Yes.  I  went  (to  the  meeting) 
still  uncertain  as  to  where  I 
was  coming  out.  In  the  first 
prayer  session,  (Henry)  Blackaby 
( director  of  spiritual  awakening  for 
the  Home  Mission  Board)  was  leading 
us  and  in  one  of  the  small  groups  that 
I  was  in  we  were  on  our  knees  pray¬ 
ing  and  he  was  saying,  “Are  there 
things  in  your  life  that  you’re  holding 
onto  and  not  willing  to  give  to  Christ? 
What  is  the  most  precious  thing  you 
might  be  clinging  to?” 

It  struck  me,  “Well,  maybe  I’m  fry¬ 
ing  to  hold  onto  my  role  at  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  and  not  willing  to  total¬ 
ly  commit  that  to  the  Lord.”  It  was 
during  that  time  of  interchange  with 
the  Lord  privately  that  I  had  a  clear 
sense  of  the  Lord  saying,  ‘Well,  given 
everything,  this  is  the  time  for  you  to 
do  that.” 

That  decision  was  reinforced 
negatively  and  positively.  But  it  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  two  days  of  the 
meeting  to  the  point  that  by  late 
Thursday  afternoon  I  was  sharing  it 
with  staff,  and  after  dinner  with 
trustees.  They  cut  me  off  and  said 
they  didn’t  want  to  hear  where  they 
heard  me  going,  but  on  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  I  shared  very  emphatically  that 
this  was  what  I  was  going  to  do. 

Once  I  had  come  to  that  decision 
there  was  a  solid  sense  of  peace  that 
has  strengthened  day  by  day  and  I 
haven’t  had  any  second  guesses  that 
it  was  the  right  thing  to  do. 

I  was  asked  in  the  meeting  how  I 
squared  that  with  what  I  said  in 
August  (when  he  said  he  felt  God’s 
leading  to  remain  until  1995  to  carry 
out  a  new  missions  initiative)  and  my 
response  was  that  my  concept  of  what 
needed  to  be  done  was  still  there,  but 
that  one  of  the  key  ingredients  in  do¬ 
ing  that  was  unqualified  affirmation 
from  the  trustees.  That  just  didn’t 
come 

What  has  been  said  and  written  is 
exactly  accurate,  that  they  urged  me 
not  to  retire 

At  one  point  on  Friday  trustees  said, 
‘‘What  were  you  about  to  say  when  you 
got  cut  off  last  night?”  and  I  said,  “I 
was  going  to  tell  you  I  was  ready  to 
retire  and  you  can  set  the  date”  So  one 
of  the  trustees  said,  “I  move  we  set 
that  date  at  1995.’ 

Well,  immediately  there  were  all 
kinds  of  reasons  expressed  why  that 
couldn't  be  done:  “We  were  not  in  an 
official  session;  we  don’t  make  con¬ 
tracts  for  three  years;  there’d  be  a 


new  board  after  June;  we  couldn’t 
commit  a  new  board.” 

It  became  very  obvious  that  if  I  had 
not  announced  a  specific  retirement 
date,  then  meeting  by  meeting  it 
would  be  rehashed  and  rediscussed. 
So  with  all  that  was  said  in  the  discus¬ 
sion  and  questions,  I  heard  it  more  as 
their  not  wanting  me  to  retire  because 
of  the  possible  repercussions;  but  I 
never  chd  really  hear  solid  affirmation 
of  my  leadership  to  turn  me  loose  to 
do  the  work. 

Wbat  I  have  repeated  to  the  trustees 
is  that  if  they  couldn’t  find  their  way 
clear  to  express  their  trust  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  me,  then  the  best  thing  for 
them  is  to  get  someone  they  can  en¬ 
dorse  and  support  and  trust.  My 
assessment  is  that  the  worst  thing 
that  could  happen  would  be  to  spend 
the  next  three  years  haggling  over 
details  and  uncertainty  over  the 
future,  who’s  in  charge  and  all  the 
various  suggestions  of  the  transition 
committee  as  to  how  quickly  we  need 
to  get  a  search  committee 

I  thought  it  was  a  pretty  clear  in¬ 
dication  that  they  didn’t  plan  to  give 
me  strong  support  or  they  would  have 
voted  it  on  the  spot. 

The  fact  that  the  trustees  didn’t  af¬ 
firm  me  there  was  a  pretty  good  in¬ 
dication  that  they  were  trying  to  do 
something  other  than  give  total  affir¬ 
mation,  although  they  didn’t  want  to 
push  me  out  of  my  position  altogether. 


Q 


Will  trustees  permit  you  to  stay 
until  October  or  will  they  ask 
you  to  leave  earlier? 


A  I  don’t  know.  I  struggled  a  bit, 
suggesting  they  set  the  date 
and  they  said  they  didn’t  want 
to  do  that,  so  I  set  the  date  in  October, 
trying  to  give  adequate  time  for  an 
orderly  transition.  I  told  them  if  for 
any  reason  they  thought  it  would  be 
better  for  me  to  move  out  before  then, 
I  would  welcome  that.  I’m  not  trying 
to  hold  on  to  October,  I  just  want  to 
give  adequate  time  for  transition. 

I  think  some  trustees  misunder¬ 
stood  all  along  what  I  was  trying  to 
say  about  1995. 1  sensed  in  the  meeting 
they  had  crane  feeling  I  would  want  to 
do  anything  I  could  do  to  hold  on  to 
1995,  and  some  of  than  were  prepared 
to  structure  things  so  they  could  con¬ 
trol  me  a  little  more  intensely  and  I 
wouldn’t  dare  do  anything  they 
wouldn’t  like. 

I  tried  to  tell  them  earlier  that  that 
never  wahjny  goal.  My  goal  was  to  do 
somethingSnd  not  just  stay  around. 
The  same  is  true  about  the  October 
date.  I’m  giving  them  adequate 
notice.  If  for  any  reason  they  are 
ready  to  move  on  before  then,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  don’t  want  to  just  hang  around. 


Q 


Should  your  successor  as  presi¬ 
dent  have  experience  as.  a 
career  missionary  on  the  field? 


A  When  I  mentioned  to  the  staff 
Monday  morning  (after  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  meeting) 
that  some  of  the  trustees  had  sug¬ 
gested  they  needed  someone  without 
missions  experience  because  they 
needed  some  fresh  ideas,  there  was 
almost  a  gasp  among  my  staff. 

I  personally  feel  that  missionary  ex¬ 
perience  would  be  a  tremendous  asset 
for  many  reasons.  One,  you’re  in  a 
position  to  make  much  more 
knowledgeable  decisions  if  you’ve  had 
experience  on  the  mission  field 
yourself. 
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Another  is  the  missionaries  are 
more  likely  to  accept  unpleasant  deci¬ 
sions  if  they  know  you’ve  been  where 
they’ve  been  and  you’re  making  deci¬ 
sions  out  of  a  background  similar  to 
theirs.  I  think  it  will  be  increasingly 
difficult  to  get  missionaries  to  carry 
out  decisions  that  they  don’t  like  if 
they’re  craning  from  someone  with  no 
missionary  experience. 

I  also  think  it  is  very,  very  difficult 
to  understand  some  of  the  nuances, 
some  of  the  reasons  for  decisions.  One 
reason  I  tried  to  travel,  and  urged  all 
our  key  staff  members  to  travel 
regularly,  is  that  the  pressures  and 
impact  of  this  denomination  are  so 
strong  that  you  are  unconsciously  in¬ 
fluenced  to  make  decisions  to  meet 
denominational  needs  alone  unless 
you  keep  fresh  the  awareness  and 
reality  of  what’s  happening  on  the 
field. 

I  tried  to  go  at  least  twice  a  year, 
sometimes  three  or  four  times  a  year, 
to  sit  with  the  missionaries,  to  re¬ 
experience  my  own  understanding,  to 
see  life  from  their  perspective.  I  find 
that  going  to  the  (SBC)  Executive 
Committee  and  the  (SBC)  Inter- 
Agency  Council  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  going  to  state 
conventions  you  get  bombarded  by 
pressures  that  begin  to  shape  your 
perspective,  lb  keep  the  balanced 
perspective  of  the  mission  field  you 
really  need  to  be  able  to  renew  your 
awareness  regularly. 

-  I  don’t  have  any  question  that  it 
(missionary  experience)  would  be 
tremendous  asset.  Someone  without 
it  is  really  going  to  struggle  to  make 
some  decisions  and  would  make  more 
wrong  decisions  than  one  might  make 
otherwise  It  will  take  him  a  lot  longer 
time  to  get  a  feel  for  what’s  going  on. 

I  realize  that  some  feel  that  those 
who  have  been  on  short-term 
preaching  trips  overseas  have  ex¬ 
perience  But  it  is  so  totally  different 
it  can  be  worse  than  not  having  any. 
Because  the  perspective  of  the  short- 
termer  is  so  different  from  the  career 
missionary  who  plugs  it  out  year  after 
year,  I  don’t  feel  it  (a  short-term  mis¬ 
sion  trip)  equips  someone  to  under¬ 
stand  the  missionary  mindset  or  the 
basic  principles  of  missiology. 

So  it  (employing  a  president 
without  missionary  experience)  can 
be  done  and  in  the  distant  past  has 
been  done,  but  I  think  it  would  be  a 
serious  lack  of  qualification  for  some¬ 
one  to  come  without  that  experience. 

There  is  another  aspect.  I  don’t 
think  the  calling  to  be  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  is  superior  to  any  other  call¬ 
ing.  But  there  is  an  intensity  to  that 
calling  and  a  necessity  of  making 
some  decisive  breaks  with  the  past 
that  are  not  a  part  of  a  lot  of  other 
callings. 

The  implications  of  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  call  are  such  that  it  requires  a 
more  thorough  examination  to  be  cer¬ 
tain  that  this  is  what  God  is  saying. 
We  really  probe  missionaries  at  the 
point  of  their  calling  to  be  a 
missionary. 

All  of  our  executive  staff  and  mo6t 
of  our  support  staff  feel  called  to  mis¬ 
sions.  For  someone  who  has  never 
demonstrated  that  calling  to  missions 
to  suddenly  be  called  to  head  up  this 
missionary  organization  will  create  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  missionaries 
and  others  a  measure  of  uneasiness 
as  to  whether  there  is  the  same  level 
of  commitment  to  missions  that  sent 
them  to  the  field. 

.  v-Of  ‘nil. 


I  am  not  committed  to  missions 
because  I’m  president  of  the  FMB.  My 
commitment  to  missions  was  in  place 
before  I  became  a  missionary.  I’m 
working  at  the  FMB  because  I’m 
committed  to  missions.  If  that  basic 
commitment  to  missions  is  not  there, 
it  will  deprive  the  president  of  this 
organization  of  an  element  of 
understanding  and  identity  with  mis¬ 
sionaries  that  will  be  to'  his 
disadvantage. 


Q 


What  kind  of  response  have  you 
received  since  your  announce¬ 
ment  of  retirement  plans? 


A  I’ve  had  a  st 

affirmation,  understanding,  re¬ 
gret;  but  one  of  the  most  en¬ 
couraging  aspects  to  me  is  the  tone  of 
saying,  “We  regret  it  but  we  accept  it 
because  you  said  it  was  the  Lord’s 
leadership,  and  we  accept  it,  although 
with  grief  and  regret.” 

QDoes  that  indicate  to  you  that 
most  missionaries  and  staff 
will  remain  in  their  positions 
after  your  retirement? 

A  I  think  most  missionaries  on 
the  field  will  stay  in  place. 
There  will  be  some  fallout,  but 
many  of  them  have  not  been  and  will 
not  be  personally  affected  for  the 
foreseeable  future.  There  will  be  more 
fallout  in  Europe,  of  course,  because 
of  the  combination  of  events;  but  I 
don’t  expect  massive  resignations  or 
great  changes  in  the  States.  Most  folks 
will  go  on  doing  what  they’ve  been  do¬ 
ing.  I  don’t  have  any  question  but  that 
this  organization  will  continue  to 
thrive  and  do  well. 

QWH1  you  continue  to  encourage 
Southern  Baptists  to  pursue 
their  call  to  foreign  missions 
through  the  FMB? 

A  I’ve  tried  to  come  back  to  my 
own  sense  of  basics  as  to  who 
I  really  am  and  what  my 
calling  is  and  what  that  implies  for 
how  I  live  out  my  life.  I’ve  been  able 
to  say,  ‘The  Lord  called  me  to  mis¬ 
sions.  It  wasn’t  the  FMB  or  the  SBC 
or  a  Southern  Baptist  church.” 

The  masses  of  the  world  are  still 
lost,  they  still  need  the  gospel. 
Although  my  role  will  change,  my 
calling  will  not  change  I  will  still  be 
involved  as  constructively  as  possible 
in  sharing  the  gospel  with  the  world 
and  encourage  others  to  share  the 
gospel. 

In  all  honesty,  I  would  have  to  say 
to  anyone  who  has  that  same  calling 
and  that  same  desire,  that  I  feel  in 
light  of  all  that’s  happening,  everyone 
will  have  to  find  his  or  her  own  way 
to  express  that  call. 

QDoes  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  offer  the  potential 
to  fulfill  that  calling  for  South¬ 
ern  Baptists? 

* 

A  They  have  expressed  a  desire 
and  their  intention  of  providing 
that  kind  of  a  role  for  those  who 
do  not  feel  comfortable  in  serving  with 
the  FMB  and  they  have  initiated  that 
on  the  European  scene.  Knowing 
some  of  their  leadership,  I  certainly 
have  respect  for  them  and  would  not 
question  their  motives  or  desires. 


A  One  of  the  areas  is  in  inter¬ 
cessory  prayer  strategy.  Dr. 
(Baker  James)  Cauthen 
(former  FMB  president)  said  on 
many  occasions  the  greatest  untap¬ 
ped  resource  that  Southern  Baptists 
have  is  prayer.  That  planted  in  my 
heart  and  mind  to  have  that  resource. 

Originally  the  concept  was  to  have 
the  specific  requests  come  from  the 
missionaries,  share  them  with 
Southern  Baptists  so  they  could  pray 
for  them  and  then  report  back  to 
Southern  Baptists  how  the  Lord  had 
answered  their  prayers.  That  evolved 
into  a  more  aggressive  part  of  how  we 
do  missions.  There  are  significant 
happenings  around  the  world  because 
of  the  involvement  of  the  people  in  an 
informed  prayer  ministry. 

The  second  area  was  the  transition 
into  global  planning  and  an  approach 
to  the  whole  world  as  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  foreign  mission  effort  in  a  way 
that  we  had  never  done  before. 
Previously,  and  understandably 
because  of  limitations  and  cir¬ 
cumstances,  we  had  worked  mission 
by  mission,  area  by  area,  then  we  add¬ 
ed  it  up  and  said,  “This  is  our  foreign 
mission  program.” 

In  1967  we  made  a  significant  tran¬ 
sition  and  for  the  first  time  we  said, 
“We  as  Southern  Baptists  have  a  man¬ 
date  to  reach  the  whole  world.  Let’s 
try  to  strategize  in  order  to  channel 
our  spiritual,  human  and  financial 
resources  in  the  most  effective  way 
and  give  it  the  highest  priority  levels 
to  do  the  best  job  of  reaching  the 
whole  world.”  We’re  still  learning 
how  to  do  that.  But  the  efforts  to  do 
that  have  been  one  of  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  shifts  in  Southern  Baptist  foreign 
missions. 

Along  with  that  is  the  development 
of  a  missions  data  base  and  research 
arm,  which  we  had  not  had  previous¬ 
ly.  They  go  hand  in  hand.  You  can’t  do 
strategizing  without  adequate  data. 
The  Lord  has  enabled  us  to  bring 

missions  data  base  in  the  world  today. 
It  is  a  remarkable  body  of  informa¬ 
tion.  Exceptional  people  work  in  that 
area. 

The  other  part  of  that  global  ap¬ 
proach  is  that  as  we  looted  at  the 
whole  world  and  as  the  data  expand¬ 
ed  our  consciousness  we  became 
aware  of  the  one-fourth  of  the  world’s 
population  that  no  one  knew  anything 
about  and  that  brought  attention  to 
the  unreached  people  groups  and 
restricted  access  areas. 

Out  of  this  has  come  a  new  network¬ 
ing  with  other  Great  Commission 
Christians  to  share  information  so  we 
can  plan  in  light  of  that  information. 

The  nonresidential  missionary  ap¬ 
proach  will  probably  rename  and 
redesign  a  little  bit.  It’s  been  an  ex¬ 
citing  new  program  that  has  done 
remarkably  well.  We’re  refining  some 
of  the  administrative  rough  edges  to 
it  that  will  make  it  even  more 
effective 


Q 


What  achievements  of 
tenure  have  given  you  the  moat 
satisfaction? 


QYou  have  been  one  of  the 
strongest  supporters  of  the 
nonresidential  approach.  The 
program  is  currently  under  review. 
Will  its  importance  diminish  after 
your  retirement? 

A  I  realize  there  is  some  unease 
on  the  part  of  some  We  have 
had  a  very  solid,  wide-based 
task  force  working  on  that.  They  are 
about  ready  to  report.  They  have 
worked  through  the  program  and  it 
will  come  out  m  a  much  stronger  way. 
(See  MUMCS  on  page  9) 


Two  Nigerian  pastors 
study  in  Mississippi 


generations  later,  two  Nigerian  had  grown  to  3.000. 
pastors,  products  of  that  mission  Folaranmi's  wife  and  three  children 
0v«rfio>*  crowd  in  Bongsu  Protestant  church  endeavor-  recently  became  members  remained  in  Ilorin.  Separation  from 
*  of  Pineview  Church,  Clinton.  -  his  family  is  difficult,  but  Folaranmi 

-  _  James  Folaranmi  and  Ayuba  Bako  feels  the  same  burden  for  lost  people 

.  m  are  studying  for  their  doctorate  at  the  in  his  homeland  that  he  dia  as  a 

f  *  iL  Reformed  Theological  Seminary  in  17  year-old  new  Christian 

pklfc*’ 1  ^  ftk  Jackson.  Their  church,  the  Ayuba  Bako  is  from  Afana  (village) 

Evangelical  Church  of  West  Africa,  Kaje  (tribe)  of  Kaduna  (state).  Two 
has  doctrines  and  practices  similar  to  uncles,  one  on  each  side  of  his  fami- 
-yjAk  those  the  BaPtist  church,  the  two  ly,  were  the  first  Christians  in  his 

i  -C  M.  men  said.  One  exception  is  that  village.  When  the  uncles  became 

>v5\ "  V -  pastors  of  ECWA  are  employed  by  the  Christians,  they  invited  Bako’s  father, 

denomination  and  are  moved  from  a  dedicated  high  priest  of  the  tradi- 
one  church  to  another  by  the  tional  religion,  to  go  to  church  with 
k  ^  denomination.  them.  He  refused,  but  the  uncles  per- 


Presenting  his  book  PEACE  WITH  GOO 
to  President  Kin  U  5unq 


^k'y  -  denomination.  them.  He  refused,  but  the  uncles  per- 

:  Both  men  are  second  generation  sisted  ‘You  don’t  have  to  go  inside  the 

Christians.  When  Folaranmi’s  parents  church,”  they  said.  “Just  stand  outside 
10  became  Christians,  they  suffered  and  see  what  it’s  like.”  He  finally 

■  y  0*  great  persecution  from  Muslims  and  agreed,  and  on  the  next  Sunday  morn 

~  those  who  followed  the  traditional  ing,  he  stood  outside  the  little  church, 

ng  young  school  children  religion  of  worshipping  spirits,  watching  and  listening  to  the  singing, 

T  Folaranmi  said,  “As  I  was  growing  up,  clapping,  joyful  praise  of  God.  Later 

1^1  Christians  were  more  isolated  than  he  told  his  brother,  “I  will  go  back  to 

L  1 U.  1\UI  Cd  persecuted.’’  your  church  tonight.”  Eventually, 

In  the  traditional  religion,  the  first-  Bako’s  father  became  a  Christian  arid 
message  from  Pope  John  Paul  II.  Mr.  born  son.  is  dedicated  to  the  gods,  was  as  dedicated  to  God  as  he  had 
Graham  said  that  while  the  details  of  Since  Folaranmi’s  parents  were  been  to  the  traditional  religion.  He 
.  .,  .  .  -  .  7"  -----------  — — remain  Christians,  he  —  the  first-born  son  —  served  as  an  evangelist  (lay  pastor) 

to  teach  tho^  of  us  from  other  parts  private,  President  Kim  expressed  an  was  dedicated  to  God.  Folaranmi  for  several  years. 

..  .  - - -  - r - - - ;  When  Bako  was  six  years  old,  his 

other  countries,  including  the  United  was  17,  and  from  that  day  he  had  a  Sunday  School  teacher  led  him  to  ac- 
States.  The  evangelist  also  met  with  great  burden  for  lost  people,  especial-  cept  Jesus  as  his  Savior.  In  a  series  of 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Kim  ly  for  his  friends  who  followed  the  events  which  Bako  now  sees  as  God’s 
Yong  Nam.  Muslim  or  traditional  religion.  He  plan  for  him,  he  attended  both  the  SIM 

Mr.  Graham  found  the  capital  city  eagerly  shared  his  faith  and  began  Bible  College  and  SIM  Seminary, 
of  Pyongyang  to  be  a  surprising  place  teachin8  Sunday  School.  He  took  a  Bako  and  his  wife  had  a  deep 
with  many  unique  features  not  round  Bib*e  correspondence  course  to  learn  burden  for  Muslims  and  prayed  for  a 
in  other  cities.  While  there,  his  visit  more  about  ^  Bib,e-  way  to  reach  out  to  them  with  the 

was  widely  followed  by  the  North  111  1970>  folaranmi  enrolled  in  the  Gospel.  The  answer  to  their  prayers 
Korean  media,  including  front-page  SIM  Bible  College,  and  after  gradua-  came  when  the  ECWA  organization 
coverage  in  leading  newspapers  tion  in 1974,  he  was  assigned  as  pastor  asked  him  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
„  _  ,  4  '  of  his  first  church,  a  small  congrega-  Second  ECWA  Church  in  Kano,  a  large 

Mr.  Graham  noted  that  for  many  tion  of  less  than  100  members.  Six  city  in  northern  Nigeria,  a  strong 
years  he  had  a  great  interest  in  North  months  later,  he  was  assigned  to  a  Muslim  area,  hostile  to  the  Christian 
Korea,  particularly  the  situation  of  his  400-member  church.  In  1975  he  attend-  faith.  - 

fellow  Christians.  He  also  had  a  per-  ed  SIM  Seminary  for  three  years.  “It  was  a  difficult  place  to  serve," 
sonal  reason  for  wanting  to  visit  There  he  and  Ayuba  Bako  became  Bako  said,  “and  not  one  I  would  have 
Pyongyang,  as  his  wife,  Ruth,  spent  friends,  never  dreaming  that  a  few  chosen.  But  we  felt  God  leading  us  to 
three  years  there  during  the  1930s  as  years  later  the  two  of  them  would  accept  the  church.”  In  1984,  when 
a  schoolgirl  while  her  parents  were  attend  seminary  together  in  the  Bako  and  his  family  moved  to  Kano, 

missionaries  in  China.  United  States.  the  church  had  900  members.  One 

- - -  In  1978  Folaranmi  became  assistant  ministry  of  the  church  was  rural 

.  ,  .  „  .  .  ,  pastor  of  a  1,000-member  church,  evangelism  in  downtown  Kano  and 

Most  people  believe  in  law  and  First  ECWA  Church  of  Ilorin.  In  1982  surrounding  villages.  When  he  left  to 
order  as  long  as  they  can  lay  down  he  came  to  California,  to  earn  a  B. A.  come  to  the  States  in  1988,  many  peo- 
the  law  and  give  the  orders.  —  Quote  degree  at  Azusa  Pacific  University,  pie  had  accepted  Jesus,  weak  chur- 
.  .  ..  .  ..  _  then  a  M.A.  from  Fuller  Seminary  in  ches  in  the  villages  had  been  revived, 

i  *  J,tt  e  churcil  ,n  ^ar  sou}b  Pasadena.  and  new  churches  had  been  started. 

I^TieVfry  w2?doiw  c°|-  Upon  returning  to  Ilorin  in  1986  There  were  1,500  members,  and  the 

orfiu  art  glass  Through  that  single  ex-  Folaranmi  became  senior  minister  of  church  had  a  Christian  school  for 

ception  may  be  seen  a  breath-taking  First  ECWA  Church  and  Local  ,c_ 


Billy  Graham,  in  a  press  conference  not  advantageous  to  be  a  Christian,”  C  *  _ 

here  today,  told  the  Western  media  Mr.  Graham  said.  “They  have  much  their  conversation  must 

that  his  five-day  visit  to  North  Korea  f  *  .ItaH  P.  _ _ _ _ u w  .  ^ 

(the  Democratic  People’s  Republic  of  of  the  world  about  dedication  and  interest  in  improving  relations  with  accepted  Jesus  arhisSavioi^whenhe 

Korea),  March  31-April  4,  was  one  of  what  it  means  to  foil — * - -**- - •  *  -  —  . g . ■  ~ 

the  most  memorable  visits  he  has  regardless  of  the  cos 
ever  made  to  any  country  and  that  it  “The  invitation  to  v 
was  his  prayer  that  his  trip  might  was  a  surprise  to  me 
have  made  some  contribution  to  opened  the  door  for 
peace  and  reconciliation  in  this  poten-  Graham  said,  refen 
tially  dangerous  part  of  East  Asia.  precedented  opport 

During  his  visit  Mr.  Graham  g^men^bSt  a 
became  the  first  American  to  speak  basLdor  to’  preach 
to  students  at  the  nation’s  leading  p 

educational  institution,  Kim  II  Sung 
University,  where  he  spoke  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  influence  of  religion  in 
American  society  and  outlined  the 
basic  beliefs  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  evangelist  also  preached  in 
Pyongyang  at  the  only  two  churches 
in  the  country  —  one  Protestant  and 
one  Catholic  —  and  addressed 


interpreter. 


Sandra  Coker  Fielding,  a  native  of  August  1965.  He  is  presently  Chair-  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College. 
Philadelpia,  Miss.,  is  serving  as  presi-  man  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  They  reside  at  2518  North  Travis, 
dent  of  New  Mexico  Wpman’s  Mis-  Baptist  Convention  of  New  Mexico  He  Hobbs,  New  Mexico  88240. 

H  sionary  Union.  On  m  11  1  .  1  •  A  .  .  . 

the  national  level,  laUanatchie  Association  sponsors 

she  serves  as  a  i 

womans  i<*e,Mis-  new  church  in  Charleston 

sionary  Union,  Faith  Chapel  in  Charleston  has  been  organized  with  16  members  —  15  by 
Southern  Baptist  letter  and  one  by  baptism  —  under  the  sponsorship  of  Tallahatchie  Baptist 


Convention,  and  as  Association. 


a  member  of  that 


Need  for  a  second  church  in  Charleston,  a  north  Mississippi  town  of  2,500, 


jmmM  Executive  Board.  had  been  recognized  for  some  time  Last  August  a  mission  survey  "Probe 
Since  the  late  was  done  throughout  Thllahatchie  County,  and  a  more  detailed  survey  was 
60s,  the  Fieldings  recommended  in  northeast  Charleston.  On  Nov.  7,  First  Church,  Charleston 
Fielding  have  lived  and  and  the  local  association  teamed  up  to  do  a  survey,  and  over  30  interested 

served  most  of  those  years  in  chip*-  and  unchurched  families  were  discovered.  Most  indicated  doubts  that  they 
ches  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  would  ever  attend  any  large  downtown  church. 

Bethea  has  served  as  pastor  of  Bel  Already  the  new  mission  has  enlisted  several  of  the  interested  families  in 
Aire  Church,  Hobbs,  N.M.  since  Bible  study,  and  attendance  averages  in  the  upper  30s. 


James  Folaranmi  (left)  and  Ayuba  Bako.  pastors  from  Nigeria,  are  studying  at  the 
Reformed  Theological  Seminary  in  Jackson. 
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What’s  wrong  with  Europe’s  Baptists? 


What  is  wrong  with  European  Bap¬ 
tists?  During  the  past  several  months, 
I  have  read  several  references  in  the 
‘letters  to  the  editors’  sections  of 
Southern  Baptists  (SBC)  State  papers 
which  cast  a  shadow  of  suspicion  on 
Baptists  in  Europe.  Uninformed  per¬ 
sons  have  expressed  their  negative 
impressions  of  the  Baptist  population 
of  this  continent. 

After  33  years  of  missionary  service 
in  Europe  as  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary,  I  want  to  make  the  following 
points  to  describe  European  Baptists 
as  I  see  them. 

Over  the  centuries,  Europe  has  not 
been  hospitalable  to  the  people  call¬ 
ed  Baptists.  Stories  abound  in  many 
countries  of  the  faithfulness  of  in¬ 
dividual  Baptists  in  the  face  of  great 
persecution. 

Most  Baptists  in  Europe  are  deep¬ 
ly  committed  to  evangelism.  Of 
course,  statistics  differ  for  each  coun¬ 
try.  On  the  whole,  it  is  estimated  that 
28  European  Baptists  are  required  to 
win  one  convert  each  year.  This  ratio 
compares  to  the  38  Southern  Baptists 
required  to  win  one  new  person  to 
Christ  in  a  year. 

In  such  a  comparison  one  must  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  Southern  Baptist  practice  of 
engaging  in  what  some  Europeans 
would  consider  doctrinally  dangerous 
at  least  and  “infant  baptism"  at 
worse.  In  Italy,  Romania  and 
elsewhere.  Baptists  firmly  believe 


that  children  four  and  five  years  old 
are  far  too  young  to  be  able  to  discern 
the  meaning  of  Christian  faith  and 
should  not  be  baptized. 

The  conversion  statistics  above  are 
even  stronger  when  it  is  understood 
that  many  European  converts  come 
from  outside  of  Christian  families. 
Studies  show  the  opposite  is  true  of 
Southern  Baptist  converts,  most  of 
whom  have  grown  up  within  the 
church. 

The  fact  that  European  Baptist 
churches  are  so  few  in  some  countries 
in  related  to  historical,  religious,  and 
cultural  factors,  certainly  not  to  their 
alleged  ‘liberal’  theology. 

European  Baptists  are  strongly 
missions-minded.  Many  Southern 
Baptists  in  the  United  States  are 
unaware  of  the  extensive  mission 
work  carried  on  by  European 
Baptists. 

In  most  European  countries,  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  are  full.  Recently,  I  was 
shocked  to  read  one  ‘letter  to  the 
editor’  in  a  Southern  Baptist  state 
paper.  The  letter  contained  a 
reference  to  “Europe’s  empty  Baptist 
churches.”  The  writer  seemed  to  in¬ 
fer  that  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Ruschlikon  Switzerland. 
European  Baptists’  only  international 
seminary,  was  responsible  for  the 
■emptiness’  of  the  churches  in  Europe 
It  was  good,  the  writer  asserted,  that 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  trustees 


MKs  cannot  afford  new  school’s 
high  fees  in  Bangkok,  Thailand 


Brandon  men  roof  Choctaw  church 

A  group  of  Baptist  Men  from  First  Church,  Brandon,  recently  traveled  to 
Philadelphia  to  work  with  the  Choctaw  members  of  Corinth  Church  there  in  roofing 
their  building.  The  men  from  the  two  churches  were  able  to  totally  remove  old  shingles 
and  replace  them  in  one  day.  This  was  after  the  Corinth  Church  men  had  attended 
their  associational  Brotherhood  meeting  that  day.  The  Brandon  group  will  be  going 
to  Indiana  this  summer  to  assist  with  a  new  church  building.  Carlo  Martello,  church 
Brotherhood  director,  said  that  Brotherhood  groups  find  fulfillment  in  missions  in  many 
ways,  “for  us  it  has  been  through  construction."  Hayes  Graves,  project  coordinator, 
said  his  joy  comes  "because  of  the  relationship  that  develops  in  working  with  people.” 


The  short  cut 

My  mind  goes  back  to  the  old  foot-log  over  the  small  creek  that  connected 
our  place  and  the  Flemings'  place  There  have  been  a  lot  of  foot-logs  in  my  life 

I  remember  the  first  time  I  tried  to  walk  that  old  log;  Papa  had  to  hold  my 
hand  and  lead  me  across.  There  were  other  times  when  I  had  to  get  on  my 
knees  and  crawl  across.  Do  we  not  at  times  feel  safer  when  we  are  at  a  loss 
and  need  spiritual  guidance,  to  get  on  our  |tnees  and  ask  God  to  lead  us  across? 
Instead  of  worrying  our  heads  off,  take  that  short  cut  and  just  go  to  God.  He 
has  the  answer 

As  we  travel  the  foot-logs  and  beautiful  bridges  of  life,  may  we  join  hands 
together  and  be  thankful  that  in  this  journey  through  life  we  have  Someone 
to  hold  on  to. 

—  Tbm  Walden 


The  International  School  Bangkok, 
which  has  provided  English-language 
education  for  the  expatriate  com¬ 
munity  of  Bangkok,  Inailand,  since 
1951,  has  opened  a  new  campus  in  a 
suburb  near  the  airport. 

The  international  college-prepara¬ 
tory  school  is  coeducational,  from 
kindergarten  through  grade  12. 
Enrollment  has  ranged  from  35  to 
3,650.  Tbday  there  are  1,900  students 
of  52  nationalities. 

Seventy-nine  MKs  (missionary 
kids)  from  the  Thailand  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion  have  graduated  from  ISB  since 
1967.  Moving  to  the  new  Samakee 
Campus,  however,  increased  school 
fees  many  fold,  making  it  impossible 
for  these  MKs  to  continue  attending 
ISB. 

Some  of  the  MKs  are  attending  a 
Christian  school  in  Malaysia  (Dalat 


School)  and  some  are  attending 
Ruam  Rudi  International  School  in 
Bangkok.  Others  are  attending  a 
small  Christian  school  where  the 
mothers  are  doing  the  teaching  (but 
the  teaching  is  set  up  on  a  school 
system).  Some  are  doing  home 
schooling. 

The  new  campus  (called  Samakee) 
is  four  times  the  size  of  the  former 
campus.  Its  range  of  facilities  makes 
it  the  best  equipped  international 
school  in  Asia. 

The  600  million  baht  (US  $24,000,000) 
complex  includes  separate  elemen¬ 
tary,  middle,  and  high  school. 

ISB  is  a  private  nonprofit  educa¬ 
tional  institution  operated  by  the  In¬ 
ternational  School  Association  under 
a  charter  from  Thailand’s  Ministry  of 
Education. 


MAKING  ENDS  MEET  —  Lidia  Patricia  Guitan  of  Nicaragua  grimaces  as  smoke 
rises  from  the  wood  fire  under  a  pot  of  cornmeal.  The  meal  will  be  made  into  tor¬ 
tillas  In  the  economic  hard  times  most  Nicaraguans  face,  many  families  make  and 
sell  items  like  tortillas  to  get  by.  In  the  background  are  her  father,  Armando  Guitan. 
and  her  brother,  Jorge  Luis  Guitan.  The  family  allows  their  yard  to  be  used  for  a 
weeknight  worshig^service  sponsored  by  nearby  Gatitea  Baptist  Church  in  Managua 
(BP)  Photo  by  Charles  Ledford  ^ 


had  finally  defunded  this  liberal 
seminary. 

The  extent  of  this  person’s  misinfor¬ 
mation  is  incredible 

Having  lived  and  worked  in  Europe 
as  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  for 
33  years,  I  categorically  reject  this 
person’s  evaluation.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  exact  opposite  is  true 

I  have  visited  large  and  small  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  in  most  European  coun¬ 
tries.  They  were  located  in  urban  as 
well  as  rural  areas  in  both  Western 
and  Eastern  Europe. 

In  none  of  my  travels  so  far  have  I 
found  ‘empty’  Baptist  churches. 

European  Baptists  take  very 
seriously  the  manner  of  a  person’s 
repentance,  conversion,  and  baptism. 
Before  they  will  proceed  to  baptize 
someone,  European  believers  prefer 
to  see  signs  of  genuine  conversion. 
The  result  of  this  attitude,  much  more 
cautious  than  the  average  Southern 
Baptist  church,  is  that  often  more  peo¬ 
ple  attend  Sunday  morning  services 
and  even  weekday  meetings  than  ac¬ 
tually  belong  to  the  church.  A  local 
church  may  have  100  members,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  but  regularly  see  150  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  on  Sunday. 

The  Baptists  of  Europe,  both  East 
and  West,  are  on  the  move,  and 
Southern  Baptists  would  do  well  to 
recognize  this  fact. 


“Seems  to  me  your  girl  is  kind  of 
spoiled.” 

“Tain’t  that  at  all.  It’s  just  the  per¬ 
fume  she’s  wearing.”  —  Lion 

There  was  an  old  lady  who  never 
said  anything  bad  about  anybody.  One 
day  someone  said  to  her,  “Grandma, 
I  believe  you  would  have  something 
good  to  say  about  the  devil  himself!  ” 
“Well,”  responded  the  old  lady,  “I 
must  say  he  be  an  industrious  fellow.” 

A  mother  was  scolding  her  little 
boy.  “How  often  must  I  say  to  keep 
your  eyes  closed  when  your  father  is 
asking  the  blessing  at  the  table?” 

“Yes,  ma’am,  but  how  do  you  know 
that  I  don’t?” 

Every  morning  for  15  years  he  had 
gotten  up  at  6  a.m.  to  take  his  dog  for 
a  walk  around  the  block.  One  evening 
the  dog  died.  The  next  morning  at  6 
a.m.  the  man  woke  up.  He  lay  there, 
miserable  Finally,  he  leaned  over  and 
shook  his  wife  When  she  awoke  he 
asked: 

“Wanna  go  for  a  walk?” 

The  professor  of  chemistry  was  giv¬ 
ing  a  lesson  on  the  powers  of  different 
explosives.  - 

“This,”  he  explained,  “is  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  explosives  of  them 
all.  If  I  am  in  the  slightest  degree 
wrong  in  my  experiment,  we  are 
liable  to  be  blown  through  the  roof. 
Kindly  come  a  little  closer,  so  that  you 
may  follow  me  better.” 

A  young  taxi  driver  and  an  old 
priest  waited  together  by  heaven’s 
gate  The  taxi  driver  was  called  to 
enter  into  Paradise,  and  after  a  long 
while,  the  gale  opened  for  the  priest. 

“Why  did  the  taxi  driver  get  in 
first?”  he  asked,  and  he  heard  his  rep¬ 
ly,  “When  you  were  preaching, 
everybody  slept,  but  in  his  car, 
everybody  prayed.” 
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Peggy  Broome  retires 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Peggy  Broome  began  working  for 

the  Baptist  Record  in  1955,  after  I  did  #»Pp 

in  1953.  Since  then,  she  and  I  have  wat- 

ched  a  lot  of  Baptist  Building  T 

employees  come  and  go.  Together  we  jB  jjk 

have  weathered  a  lot  of  ups  and  downs 

—  and  we’re  still  friends!  frXb’k*'  %'  *■'  191 

Peggy  worked  for  the  Record  under  1  JH| 

editors  Goodrich  and  Fields.  Then  in  ’  T Bt,  * 

1959  she  became  switchboard 

operator  and  later  moved  to  Support  * 

Services  as  mail  clerk.  Except  for  jJ| 

three  brief  periods  when  she  left  for  Jm 

_ _ _ _ _  the  birth  of  her  two  sons  and  then  dur-  ^ 

terraces*behmd  the  Beffiagrath  home,  in8  1116  illness  and  death  of  her  BHfllr 

. youngest,  she  has  been  one  of  us. 

“The  Baptist  Building  family  is  so  *^®**®f’  " 

work.  Their  garden  opened  to  sprouted  from  a  stone  waff.  But  close,”  she  said.  “They  take  care  of  roome 

•  “  •  -  enough!  I  could  never  describe  it  all.  y00-  class  which  has  increased  from  3  or 

...  .  .  ,  ...  ...  4  to  20  members,  under  her  leader- 

Perhaps  if  you  meet  some  of  my  Now  she  saysshes  retiring  at  the  ship  Before  his  retirement.  Tab  work- 
fellow  travellers,  they  would  be  glad  end  °f  APr*[> to  be  wrth  her  own  fami-  gd  for  Qty  0f  p^i 
to  teU  you  more  about  it.  They  were :  ly  more.  She  said,  I  have  tol keep  m  Jimmy  age  34  works 

and  churches  Jinuny  and  Becky  Martin,  Van  and  back  ^  with  a  roofing  company.  Her  dad,  who 

.  •  “  ..  >  Dolores  Johnsey,  Mildred  Holmes,  ^uTsh^^?  hTve  ttetime  to  bved  with  them  for  a  long  time  after 

tion  include  Rhodes  at  Memphis,  Margie  and  Tbm  Walden,  Ruby  Booth,  gjj* Jzn tafos  as shelScS  her  mother  died  in  1969,  now  lives  at 

Huntington  at  Montgomery,  and  Louise  Bailey,  Edna  and  Dan  Weaver,  to  do  _  mavbe  listen  to  her  favorite  Cl2f?gaifs  .Mar)°r  -  . 

Stillman  at  Tuscaloosa,  and  Central  Jewel  Morris,  Arietta  Smith,  Mary  “JJL,  S7asshe  rides'  A  party  F™ndly’  >°ya1’ helPful  Peggy  has  a 

Presbyterian  and  St.  Francis  Chancellor,  Pearl  Bishop,  Kathryn  ?S  to  be  hdd  in  her  honor  foKe  good  sense  -of  humor.  Fortunately. 

Methodist  in  Mobile  It  is  “for  the  Wilson,  Dot  White,  Mildred  Blister,  ‘s.  oftheBaDt.stBundme  on  0nce  *h,le  5he  wal  wor,k!ng  at  the 

.  . ‘  _j  EtheleneTullos,  Lamar  and  Bernice  AnriiM  g  on  switchboard  in  the  oId  Baptist 

and  the  perpetuation  of  Christian  Ashley,  Mertice  McKay,  Mildred  n“*y’  p  '  Building  on  Congress  Street,  W.  R. 

values  recognized  by  our  forefathers  Pace,  Rose  Mary  Walters,  Ann  Scott,  Her  supervisor  in  the  mail  room,  Roberts  came  into  the  building  one 
for  the  building  of  a  great  nation.”  Charlotte  Pilgrim,  Vadie  Gibson,  and  Fra?  Pickett  said,  “As  mail  room  morning  and  spoke  to  the  preacher 

At  Bellingrath  Gardens  every  the  driver,  Milton  Fortenberry.  clerk,  she  has  been  the  person  behind  sitting  on  the  couch  in  the  lobby 

-  -  --  -  Walter,  I  would  say,  achieved  his  the  scenes  who  has  kept  the  mail  flow-  waiting  to  see  Dr.  Quarles.  Thinking 

goal.  Would  that  I,  by  God’s  help,  ing  smoothly  and  on  time.  That’s  do-  that  the  man  was  Thb,  he  said,  “Why 

might  by  being  here  make  the  world  in8  good  for  someone  overseeing  the  don’t  you  just  go  over  there  and  give 

a  better  and  brighter  place.  mailing  of  approximately  five  million  that  girl  a  good  whipping?”  At  the 

metered  pieces  of  mail  and  approx-  man’s  shocked  expression,  he  took  a 
imately  ten  million  pieces  of  bulk  mail  second  look  and  saw  he’d  made  a 
since  starting  to  work  in  the  mail  mistake. 

room.”  The  white-haired,  blue-eyed  Peggv 

She  was  bom  the  daughter  of  Odus  has  a  soft  and  caring  heart,  too,  and 
(Red)  and  Evie  Mae  Hines  on  April  is  always  doing  something  for  others, 
5, 1930  at  D’Lo,  Miss.  Her  only  sister,  in  her  family  and  also  for  her  fellow 
Patsy  Irwin,  who  formerly  worked  in  workers,  or  for  anyone  she  feels  is  in 
the  state  Sunday  School  Department,  need.  For  instance,  once  a  woman 
Bv  Anne  W  McWilliams  wrote  in  a  poem :  ‘Two  small  girls,  came  into  the  building  with  a  sob 

^  51Ji  .  one  blonde  hair,  one  with  brown  curls,  story  about  her  husband  “who  is  in  the 

Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  Union  verted  during  “a  protracted  meeting,”  Of  the  second  building  (erected  playing,  exploring;  Mom  and  Dad,  hospital  and  just  had  his  leg  am- 

ounty,  got  a  new  baptistry  scene  in  and  asked  to  give  his  experience,  said,  1869)  a  tornado  on  April  20,  1920  left  glad  when  day  was  through,  being  ap-  putated,  and  I  don’t  know  how  I’m  go¬ 
me  for  her  150th  anniversary  “I  am  just  a  sinner  saved  by  grace”  nothing  but  splinters.  The  storm  even  pies  of  their  eyes,  beamed  when  some-  ,ng  to  pay  the  bills  or  even  have 

debration  the  first  week  of  April  Later  he  was  pastor  at  Pleasant  Ridge  blew  away  some  of  the  tombstones  one  mentioned  their  girls.  Poor  in  enough  to  eat”  and  so  forth.  Peggy 


Is  the  world  better  because  I  was  here? 

Crawling  out  of  bed  at  5  a  m.  and  being  here.”  that  a  heavy  rain  had  crushed, 

leaving  town  at  6:30  a.m.  is  not  too  In  1918,  Walter  and  his  wife,  Bessie,  1°  the  Oriental  Garden,  ducks  swam 
high  a  price,  in  my  account  book,  bought  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  Fowl  in  the  stream  under  arched  bridges. 
Especially  if  you  spend  the  day  in  the  River  in  south  Alabama  near  Wistaria  dangled  in  white  tendrils 
sunshine,  admiring  the  “Charm  Spot  Theodore,  for  use  as  a  fishing  lodge,  from  a  potted  tree 
of  the  Deep  South.”  Riding  the  Van  Dreaming  of  “making  the  world  Blossoming  cherry  trees  were  mir- 
Winkle  Church  bus  eight  hours  round  brighter”  they  determined  to  turn  the  rored  in  a  lake,  and  far  out  in  the  river, 
trip  is  bone  wearying,  I  grant  you,  but  beautiful  semi-tropical  place  into  a  fish  leapt  high  out  of  the  water.  On 

I’d  go  again  tomorrow  for  the  good  garden  that  would  draw  people  from  I  . _ 

fellowship  with  the  Young-at-Heart  around  the  globe.  They  studied  round  dianthus  beds  in  pinks  and  reds 
Club,  and  their  guests.  gardens  in  America  and  Europe,  and  competed  with  pansies  and  ajuga  that 

Tbm  Walden,  a  member  of  Van  began 1 
Winkle  Church,  invited  W.  D.  and  me  the  public  in  1932. 
to  go  with  them  to  Bellingrath.  Along  In  1950,  the  non-profit  Bellingrath- 
the  way,  we  stopped  near  Lucedale  to  Morse  Foundation  was  formed,  with 
visit  the  Palestinian  Gardens.  New  certain  churches  and  church-related 
grass  grew  green  on  the  banks  of  “the  educational  institutions  as 
River  Jordan,”  and  red  azaleas  beneficiaries.  Colli  _ 
blossomed  beside,  “the  synagogue  in  that  receive  money  from  the  Founda 
Capernaum.”  A  friendly  yellow  cat 
followed  us  along  the  shores  of  the 
“Sea  of  Galilee.” 

Since  it  was  noon  by  the  time  we  Presbyterian  and  St 

reached  Mobile,  we  stopped  at  a  rj.ll._l_.  1 _ 111 _ _ 

restaurant  to  eat  catfish  and  upbuilding  of  young  men  and  women 
chocolate  pie  (or  that’s  what  I  ate)  to 
stockpile  energy  for  the  afternoon. 

Almost  100  years  ago,  on  Oct.  16, 

1892,  a  young  man  named  Walter  Bell¬ 
ingrath  wrote  a  letter  to  his  mother,  season  has  its  star.  In  late  March, 

It  contained  this  promise;  “By  God’s  azaleas  were  in  their  glory,  250,000 
help,  I  am  going  to  try  and  make  the  plants  of  200  varieties,  pink,  fuchsia, 
world  better  and  brighter  by  my  red,  white,  salmon,  except  for  a  few 


What  would  J.  B.  Gambrell  say  if 
he  preached  at  Pleasant  Ridge  again 


N|{lPP|A||ft  five  of  their  six  children,  came  to 

Springfield,  Missouri,  where  he  ob- 
From  page  5  tained  a  B.A.  degree  from  Baptist  Bi- 

kindergarten  through  sixth  grade.  Me  College  and  a  M.S.  degree  from 
hi  1987  persecution  Of  Christians  by  Southwest  Missouri  State  University, 
Muslims  became  more  open  and  In  August,  1991,  Bako  enrolled  in  the 
widespread.  More  than  62  churches  Reformed  Seminary  in  Jackson,  to 
ware  burned.  Christians  were  killed,  begin  study  for  his  doctorate.  At  the 
Used  tires  were  thrown  on  the  head  of  end  of  three  years,  Bako  plans  to 


David  and  Cyndi  Blackwell  4nd  Claude  Smith 


Pleasant  Ridge  Church 


Staff  changes 


Immanuel  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  has  called  Nathan  Barber 
as  pastor.  Barber  previously  served 
as  Pastor  of 
First,  Bay  St. 
Louis  for  18 
years.  He  also 
served  Calvary 
Church,  Lamar 
Association.  He 
is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey 
College  and 
New  Orleans 


arber 


Seminary.  He  and  his  wife  Pat 
have  three  sons. 

Edwards  Church,  Hinds- 
Madison  Association,  has  called 
Tommy  M.  May  as  pastor  effec¬ 
tive  April  6.  A  native  of  Menden¬ 
hall,  he  attended  Copiah-Lincoln, 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  and  is  a 
senior  at  Luther  Rice  Bible  Col¬ 
lege.. His  previous  place  of  service 
was  East  Morton  Church. 


West  Union  Church,  Carriere, 
has  called  Eric  Kachur  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and  youth  effective 
April  26.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  West  End  Church, 
West  Point  Billy  Dowdy  is  pastor 
of  West  Union  Church. 

Argicola  Church,  Lucedale,  has 
called  Bruce  L.  Worrell  as  pastor. 
His  previous  place  of  service  was 
First  Church, 
Central.  Baton 
■  Rouge,  La.  A 
w  I  native  of  Acker- 

P man.  he  re- 
ceived  his  educa- 
— tion  at  William 
Carey  College 
New  Orleans 

\9orVefi  “Seminary. 

First  Church,  Soso,  has  called 
Paul  Wilson  as  pastor  effective 
April  5.  He  was  formerly  pastor  of 
Pnceville  Church,  Tupelo. 


Blue  Mountain 
will  host  April 
alumni  day 

Ministerial  Alumni  Day  of  Blue 
Mountain  is  planned  for  April  24. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m. 
Kara  Blackard  will  speak  at  10 
a.m.  chapel  service,  and  Jim  Futral 
will  speak  at  the  luncheon.  Music 
will  be  presented  by  a  group  from 
the  West  Jackson  Street  Church, 
Tupelo.  A  golf  tournament  will 
follow  the  luncheon. 

First,  Durant,  holds 
lay  renewal  weekend 

First  Church,  Durant,  will 
have  lay  renewal  weekend,  April 
24-26.  The  times  are  Friday,  6:30 
p.m.;  Saturday,  10  ajn.  to  2  pm., 
and  6  p.m.;  Sunday,  9:45  a.m.  to 
noon  and  6  pm. 

“A  fair-weather  friend  is  one 
who  is  always  around  when  he 
needs  you.”  —  R.  Florencia 


Lottie  Moon,  Annie  Armstrong  offerings 

East  Boone ville,  Booneville,  Siloam  Church,  Clay  County, 

on  April  5  set  a  goal  of  $1,000  received  $2,618.86  for  Lottie 
and  $1,467.28  was  received.  Jim  Moon  and  $845  for  Annie  Arm- 
Holcomb  is  pastor.  strong.  Avery  Jones  is  pastor. 

Annuity  Board  medical  plans  to  offer 


MONEY-SAVING  BENEFITS 


at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 


Revival  dates 


¥  ou  and  your  dependents  are  eli¬ 
gible  for  enhanced  benefits  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 
in  Jackson  if  you  participate  in  one 
of  these  plans: 

•  Church  Comprehensive  Medical 

•  Group  Comprehensive  Medical 

•  Seminarian  Comprehensive 
Medical 

If  you  use  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  your  plan  will  save 
you  money  directly  on  eligible 
charges  through: 

•  Lower  deductibles 

•  Lower  copayment 

•  Higher  benefit  percentage  and 

•  Lower  copayment  limits 


Medical  plan  participants,  regard¬ 
less  of  where  they  live,  can  receive 
enhanced  benefits  by  using  this  and 
other  participating  facilities  at  more 
than  90  locations  nationwide. 

If  you  need  more  information  about 
Annuity  Board  medical  plan  en¬ 
hanced  benefits  or  you  want  to 
apply  for  coverage,  call  toll  free: 
1-800-262-0511. 


Insurance  Division 
Artmilty  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


First,  Corinth:  April  26-29; 
Robert  L.  Hamblin,  Tupelo,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Roger  Cowen,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  music  evangelist;  services, 
Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon  services  and  7 
p.m.;  Dennis  H.  Smith,  pastor. 

First,  Crystal  Springs:  April 
26-29;  Sun. -Wed.,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  James  M.  Richardson,  Madi- ' 
son,  evangelist;  Rick  Greene, 
Daniel  Memorial ,  Jackson,  music; 
Joel  Haire,  pastor. 

Providence,  Hattiesburg:  April 
26-29;  Alan  Woodard,  First, 
Ellisville,  evangelist;  Kerry  Kel¬ 
ley,  Elkdale,  Selma,  Ala.,  music; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  9  a.m.  and  7  pjn.;  Clifford 
Lazenby,  pastor. 

North  McComb,  McComb: 
April  26-29;  Wayne  Kimbrough, 
Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown, 
evangelist;  Tom  Moak,  Bogue 
3iitto,  music;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m. 
tnd  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.; 
Cen  Kirk,  pastor. 

Harmony,  Cruger:  April  27- 
vlay  1;  Tommy  Clark,  Mount 
Jlive,  Blackhawk,  evangelist;  Ken 
Jower,  pastor,  Harmony,  music; 
7:30  nightly. 

First,  Houlka:  April  26-29; 
James  Ruffin,  Poplar  Springs  Drive, 
Meridian,  evangelist;  Don 
Buchanan,  Houston,  music;  Sunday, 
regular  tunes;  Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Rick  Burton,  pastor. 


Church,  Enterprise,  evangelist; 
Arlis  Nichols,  Harperville,  music; 
services,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Albert 
McMullen,  pastor. 

Barefoot  Springs,  Pdahatchie: 

April  26-29;  Sunday  11  a.m.,  din¬ 
ner  on  grounds,  and  7  each 
evening;  Jerome  McLendon,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Gene  Rester,  music;  Grant 
McEIyeen,  pastor. 

Good  Hope,  Lena:  April  24-26; 
Garland  McKee,  director.  Evange¬ 
lism  Department,  MBCB,  Jackson, 
evangelist;  Edward  Dowell,  Good 
Hope,  music;  Fri.  and  Sat,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  Sunday  School,  10  a.m. 
worship,  11  a.m.,  6,  and  7  p.m., 
Brent  Causey,  pastor. 


evangelist;  Gary  and  Linda  Lewis, 
Mount  Olive,  Coila,  music. 


ey,  pastor. 


Bunker  Hill,  Columbia:  ApnJ 
16-29;  Matt  Buckles,  consultant, 
"hurch  Administration-Pastoral 
dinistries,  MBCB,  Jackson,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Paul  Powell,  Bunker  Hill 
Ihurcb,  music;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
nd  6  p.m.;  Mon- Wed,  H)  a.m.  and 
pjn.;  James  T.  Ray,  HI,  pastor. 

Stonewall  (Clarke):  April  26- 
<0;  C.  C.  Burns,  Knights  Valley 


Calvary,  Belzoni:  April  27-May 
1;  Charles  Shipman,  West  Helena, 
Ark.,  evangelist;  Rob  Pelkey, 
Bruce,  music;  7  nightly;  Robert 
Andrews,  pastor. 

Ford’s  Creek,  Poplarville: 
April  26-29;  David  Grisham, 
Community  Church,  Columbus, 
evangelist;  Larry  Robertson,  Steep 
Hollow  Church,  Poplarville, 
music;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  on 
grounds,  afternoon  service,  and  7 
nightly;  Mike  Priest,  pastor. 

Liberty  (Mississippi):  April  26- 
29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Moa-Wed.,  10:30  a.m.  and  7  pjn.; 
Robert  Goode,  evangelist;  Ronnie 
Cottingham,  music;  Michael 
Glenn,  pastor. 

Mt.  Creek,  Florence:  April  26- 
29r  Billy  Foley,  New  Albany, 
evangelist;  Ron  Lacaz,  Goodrum 
Church,  Vicksburg,  music;  Sun¬ 
day,  K):30  ajn.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon- 
Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Robert  E.  Walk¬ 
er,  pastor. 

Sidon  (Leflore):  April  26-30; 
Sunday,  11  ajn.,  lunch  following, 
and  6:30  p.m.;  Moo.-Thurs.,  7:30 
pjn.;  Ron  Meyers,  First,  Zion,  m., 


Springfield,  Madden:  April  26- 
May  1;  Billy  Hollifield,  Main 
Street,  Hattiesburg,  evangelist; 
Charlie  Case,  Philadelphia,  music; 
Sunday,  11  ajn.  and  6  pjn.;  Mon- 
Fri.,  7  pjn.,  Johnny  Beaver,  pastor. 

First,  Lake:  April  26-May  1; 
Sunday,  11  ajn.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon- 
Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Gene  Henderson, 
First,  Brandon,  evangelist;  Jimmy 
McCaleb,  Day  Star,  Florence, 
music;  Ken  McLemore,  pastor. 

Midway,  Jackson:  April  26-29; 
Sunday,  10:15  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
nightly;  speakers:  Sunday,  Wayne 
Burkes,  Highway  Commissioner, 
Clinton;  Mon.,  Chuck  Hampton, 
Flora;  Toes.,  Stan  Rushing,  Shep¬ 
herd's  Staff,  Jackson;  and  Wed., 
Fred  Tarpley,  Madison;  Scott  Gal- 
laher,  Midway,  music;  David 
Wilkinson,  pastor. 


Immanuel,  Natchez:  April  26- 
29;  golden  anniversary;  Donald 
Bennett,  founder  of  Immanuel, 
evangelist;  Ed  Pickle,  music,  Sun¬ 
day,  6  pjn.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m. 

Wynndale,  Terry:  April  26-28; 
family  life  revival;  Cart  T.  Dicker- 
son,  pastor,  Magnolia  Church, 
Laurel,  evangelist;  Sunday,  6-8 
p.m.;  Mon.  and  Tues.,  7-9  p.m.; 
Charles  Gentry,  pastor. 

Center  Ridge,  Yazoo  City: 
April  26-29;  Lynn  Nations,  First, 
Mize,  evangelist;  Hubert  Greer, 
Brookhaven,  music;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Bryan  Abel,  pastor. 

West  Drew  (Sunflower):  April 
26-29;  Jimmy  McClendon,  evan¬ 
gelist,  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  McClen¬ 
don,  music,  Linn  Church, 
Doddsville;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Marvin  D.  Bibb,  pastor. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Take  Five  This  Summer 
at  Samford  Pastors  School 

August  3-7, 1992 

THIS  SUMMER  join  the  hundreds  of 
pastors  who’ve  already  discovered  just 
what  a  breath  of  fresh  air  the  Samford  Pastors 
School  can  be.  You'll  interact  with  other 
pastors.  You’ll  gain  new  insights  and  skills 
for  more  effective  ministry.  You’ll  pick  up 
fresh  ideas  that  you’ll  be  eager  to  try  in  your 
own  pastorate.  And,  your  mind  will  be 
challenged  and  your  heart  inspired  by 
leaders  sensitive  to  your  needs. 

Hie  School  features  _ 

outstanding  program  . 

leaders,  comfortable  fU/perS0n 

housing,  a  broad  range  —Of— 

of  helpful  topics,  .  , 


J/ person 
~or- 


personal  attention,  a  ^1 00/couple 

convenient  location,  lnclute  refljsWton 

seminars  for  wives,  banquet,  meals,  and 

and  affordable  tod°i"0 in 

,  f,  „  .  on-campus  housing 

housing.  Call  or  write  .  _ _ _ - 

Beeson  Divinity 

School  dean  Dr.  Timothy  George  today  far  a 
brochure.  Go  ahead.  Take  five..it  will  do  your 
ministry  good! 

Beeson  Divinity  School 

QwMlily  Theological  KHurotionfor  a  Lifetime  of  Ministry 

Samford  University  Birmingham,  AL  35229 

Call  1-800-888-8266  or  205-870-2991 


Prognm  Leiden  Include. . 
Or.  Harold  A  Carter 
Dr.  Roy  D.  Clements 
Or.  David  S.  Dockery 
Dr.  Earl  F.  Palmer 
Dr.  Haddon  W.  Robinson 


lUU/couple 

Includes  registration, 
banquet,  meals,  and 
lodging  in  first-class 
on-campus  housing 


Adult/\fo\ith 

GrowthStarts  Workshop 
April  27  -  30, 1992 


Thursday,  April  23,  1992 
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National  Music  Week  will 
be  observed  May  3-10 


May  1st  and  3rd 
7:30  p.m.  nightly 

For  FREE  tickets,  send  your  request 
with  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  to: 


“Music -A  Gift  to  Develop”  is  the  ment  of  Music,  was  the  founder  of  Snfith  Dundalk  .  ’Jim 
theme  of  the  69th  annual  National  Music  Week.  Since  1924,  when  Presi-  Broadinoor  Jackson  a  former  nrS  - 
Music  Week,  to  be  observed  May  3-W.  dent  Calvin  Coolidge  served  as  the 

The  special  week  was  first  observed  first  honorary  chairman  each  of  our  wnti  ^  K  Marehall  Corinth; 
in  1924  and  since  1959  has  been  spon-  nation  s  ch.ef  ececutives  has  given  his  Jimmy  p££;  McComb;  Robert  Hill 
sored  by  the  National  Federation  of  moral  support  to  the  annual  obser-  Clevejand  Duail  C(Jrbitt  ^ 
Music  Clubs,  a  non-profit  organization  vance  of  National  Music  Week.  Albany  ;  Dwight  Faulkenberry, 

dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  Greenville ;  Kermit  McGregor,  pastor, 

music.  The  objective  of  National  As  a  part  of  the  observance  of 

National  Music  Week,  churches  are  ^ ■— ■" ■ 

encouraged  to  use  the  hymn  of  the  DATTPDfiAII 
month,  “Alleluia!  Sing  to  Jesus,”  on  rMI  1  cnwn 
May  3,  according  to  Myrna  Loy  From  page  3 
Hedgepeth,  chairperson  of  the 

Jackson  McDowell  Music  Club.  become  president  of  Liberty  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  On  Oct.  28, 1991, 
1  "  "™  trustees  of  Criswell  College  voted  to 

University  and  previously  was  an  ad-  fire  Patterson  as  president  but  he  was 
ministrative  analyst  for  the  Tennessee  later  reinstated  following  protests  by 
Valley  Authority  in  Knoxville.  students,  alumni  and  high-profile  SBC 

Born  in  Laurel,  Miss.,  she  grew  up  pastors, 
ents  for  children  at  Dakar  Academy  in  Jackson,  where  Van  Winkle  Church  Patterson  has  been  president  of  the 
and  will  be  involved  in  a  variety  of  was  influential  in  her  Christian  335-student  Criswell  College  in  Dallas 
outreach  ministries.  growth.  She  is  the  former  Carolyn  Sue  since  1975.  He  also  is  a  trustee  of  the 

They  attend  Southern  Seminary,  Smith.  She  attended  Hinds  Commun-  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Louisville,  Ky.  Recently  he  was  ad-  ity  College  and  Carson-Newman  Patterson  and  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
ministrative  officer  of  the  Knoxville-  College.  have  two  children:  Armour,  23,  and 

Knox  County  Community  Action  Com-  The  Massengills  have  a  daughter,  Carmen,  22. 
mittee  for  the  Office  on  Aging  in  Rebecca,  and  a  son,  Michael.  HoUinger  is  director  of  BP. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  All  three  couples  will  go  to  | 

Born  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  he  grew  Rockville,  Va.  in  June  for  a  seven- 
up  in  Jackson  and  Kosciusko,  Miss.  He  week  orientation  before  leaving  for 
is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  State  the  field. 


BaptiatV-*-*-'  Church 

8  Crosswoods  Road 
Brandon,  MS  39042 

Orchestra  and  Choir 
Directed  by 
Mike  Harland. 

E.  Dale  Hill,  Pastor 
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Re:  BR  deadlines 


Mon.,  April  27,  6:30-9:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Greenville 

Tues.,  April  28,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

Briarwood  Drive  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Wed.,  April  29,  9:30-12  noon 

First  Baptist  Church,  McComb 

Thurs.  April  30,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins^ 


The  new  deadline  for  news  ar¬ 
ticles  submitted  by  churches  and 
individuals  is  Thursday  noon,  the 
week  before  date  of  publication. 
This  is  with  the  exception  of 
“Revival  Dates,”  which  can  be 
accepted  no  later  than  Friday  noon 
of  the  week  before  publication. 

These  changes  are  necessary 
because  of  the  paper’s  change-over 
to  desktop  publishing. 

Advertising  deadline  for  reserv¬ 
ing  space  is  two  weeks  in  advance 
of  publication  date  and  must  be  in 
our  office  ten  days  prior  to  the 
issue  date  in  which  this  ad  is  to 
appear. 


it  deserved.  It  has  not  received  the 
kind  of  modeling  from  churches  of 
those  in  leadership. 

The  mobilization  of  Southern  Bap- 

QWhat  have  been  some  of  the  tists  to 'fulfill  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
greatest  frustrations  during  never  did  happen  the  way  it  could 
your  tenure?  have  and  should  have  I  believe  we  as 

a  people  will  give  an  account  to  the 

A  Just  as  we  were  in  the  process  Lord.  Our  failure  to  find  a  way  to  put 
of  launching  Bold  Mission  aside  our  differences  and  rally  around 
Thurst  (Southern  Baptists’  this  concept  of  reaching  the  world  is 
plan  to  share  the  gospel  with  everyone  one  of  the  great  tragedies  of  this  last 
on  earth  by  2000),  just  at  a  time  when  decade 
potentially  we  as  Southern  Baptists  *. 


PARKS 

From  page  4 


had  the  commitment  to  missions,  the 
personnel,  the  resources,  the  scope 
and  size  of  our  denomination,  we  had 
evolved  the  plan  most  likely  to  suc¬ 
ceed  in  reaching  the  world.  Even 
some  non-Baptists  have  told  us  that. 

Just  as  all  this  was  in  place  and 
beginning  to  happen,  our  aenomina 


Mon.,  April  27,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Horn  Lake 
Tues.,  April  28,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 
East  Corinth  Baptist  Church,  Corinth 
WM.,  April  29  -  9:30  - 12  noon 
First  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 
Thurs.,  April  30  -  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 
38th  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 

*  Internationally  ttno#n  ' fpectutlwH" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


both  feel 


tion  diverted  Its  energies  to  spend  about  it  I  say  ‘wer deliberately 
time  in  political  maneuvering.  Bold  because  it  was  and  is  a  joint  decision. 
Mission  Ihrust  has  never  received  the  The  children  have  been  very  af- 
kind  of  convention-wide  affirmation  firming.  We  shared  thoroughly  with 
from  elected  (SBC)  leadership  that  them  prior  to  the  February  (FMB) 
would  have  been  necessary  for  it  to  meeting  and  prior  to  the  March 
have  taken  off.  It  has  not  been  the  con-  meeting  (in  Dallas-Fort  Worth).  It’s 
suming  passion  of  those  who  have  been  one  of  the  serendi  pities  to  find 
been  shaping  the  agenda  and  leading  yourself  on  the  counseling  end  of  a 
Southern  Baptists  over  the  past  relationship  with  grown  children, 
decade.  It  has  not  received  the  kind  Their  prayer,  dialogue  and  participa 
of  strong,  forceful  public  affirmation  tion  are  meaningful. 


Designed  to  train  pastors,  workers  and  members  in  Sunday 
School  to  start  new  units  in  order  to  reach  the  lost  and 
unchurched 


>ple  in  their  community 


WE  WANT  TO  BE  V-O-U-R 
ESCORTED  TOUR  CONNECTION 


LOWEST 

PRICES 


Names  fin  ttrenews 


Just  for  the  Record 


Center  in  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
effective  April  27.  Wilson  has 
served  as 


Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  Stur¬ 
gis,  will  host  a  gospel  singing  by 
The  Barnett  Family  of  Stanton, 

Tem.,  on  April  25  at  7:30  p.m.  An 
offering  will  be  taken. 

First  Church  of  Byram,  Hinds - 
Madison  Association,  will  dedi¬ 
cate  its  Family  Life  Center  and 
have  a  churchwide  picnic,  April 
25,  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Samford  will  host 
alumni  receptions 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Sam- 
ford  University  alumni  and  friends 
will  have  two  opportunities  to  greet  pastor  at  Tishomingo  Church, 
each  other  this  spring  —  at  dessert 

parties  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  10  Melvin  R.  Wilson  has  been 
during  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  appointed  Chief  Chaplain  of  the 
vention,  and  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas  Veterans  Administration  Medical 
on  May  1  during  the  meeting  of  the 
Cooperative  Bspdst  Fellowship. 

Samford  celebrates  its  150th  ■■■■0 _  -  — 


chaplain  at  the  V.A. 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson  for  11 
years.  A  native  of  Arkansas,  Wil¬ 
son  has  served  as  a  past  president 
of  Mississippi  Baptist  Chaplain's 
Association 


sEllt  Michelle  Manguno,  a  freshman 

*  at  William  Carey  College,  was 

Lou  (Blckle)  Pennington  (light)  crowned  Miss  Dixieland  on  March 
was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  28.  She  will  compete  in  the  Miss 
on  Jan.  5  by  Tishomingo  Church  at  Mississippi  Pageant  on  July  11. 
the  request  of  Forest  Grove  Church.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Pennington  and  his  wife,  Vickie,  are  Mrs.  Ray  Manguno. 


First  Church,  Byhalla,  honored  Jeff  and  Nell  Ginn  and  daughter,  Anna, 
appointees  to  Cali,  Colombia,  before  they  left  for  language  school  in  Costa 
Rica.  At  a  fellowship  dinner  following  the  morning  service  they  were  pre¬ 
sented  a  poster-size  card  featuring  Colombia,  which  opened  to  members' 
signatures  and  a  money  gift  of  over  $400.  Pictured  are  George  Bristow, 
Brotherhood  director;  Waurene  Going,  WMU  director;  Nell,  Jeff,  and  Anna 
Ginn;  and  Glenn  E.  Bien,  pastor. 


Samford  celebrates  its  150th 
anniversary  this  year. 

Ferrell  Cork  retires 

Ferrell  O.  Code  Jr.,  pastor  of  Van 
Winkle  Church,  Jackson,  will 
retire  April  30  after  40  years  of 
ministry. 

Van  Winkle  will  honor  him 
April  26  with  a  recognition  service 
during  the  morning  worship  and  a 
reception  that  afternoon. 

Cork  will  move  to  Tupelo  and 
begin  a  preaching  ministry  there. 
His  new  address  will  be  1911 
Pheasant  Run,  Tupelo,  MS  38801. 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


The  Singing  Churchmen  will  have  a  two-concert  tour  on  April  27  and 
28.  April  27,  Rrst  Church,  Newton,  will  be  the  host  church.  Tne  church¬ 
men  will  sing  at  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Meridian  on  April  28.  Both  con¬ 
certs  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  Milfred  Valentine  is  director.  Officers  pictured 
above  for  the  coming  year  are,  from  left,  front  row:  Lewis  Oswalt,  central 
director;  Keith  Bennett,  secretary;  Ed  Brashier,  president;  James  Francis, 
president-elect;  Gil  Powell,  publicity  director,  second  row,  Leon  Bedsole, 
south  director;  Darryl  Prater,  instrumental  director,  Perry  Robinson,  hand¬ 
bell  director;  Tanner  Riley,  missions;  and  Graham  Smith,  director,  Church 
Music  Department.  Not  pictured  is  Ray  Burke,  north  director. 


AMERI-FLORA  IN  COLUMBUS,  OHIO  —  May  20-24.  The  world  joins  in 
America’s  Celebration  of  Discovery.  Exhibits,  entertainment,  gardens,  foods 
and  more.  Bardstown,  Stephen  F.  Foster  Story  and  more  included.  From  $332. 

TREASURES  OF  OTTOMAN  SULTANS  —  THE  ETRUSCANS  AND  THEATRE 

—  May  23-24.  To  Memphis.  2  grand  exhibits  and  Evening  Out.  From  $130. 

SAVANNAH  —  CHARLESTON  —  HILTON  HEAD  ISLAND  —  THE  GOLDEN 
ISLES  AND  CALLAWAY  GARDENS  —  May  25-30.  Great  tour.  From  $379. 

MUSIC  OF  NASHVILLE  SHOWS  ANO  SIGHTSEEING  —  May  29-31.  Grand 
Ole  Opry  included  lor  as  low  as  $165. 

SHOWS  ‘N’  SIGHTSEEING  IN  GREAT  OZARKS  —  June  11-14.  ANDY 
WILLIAMS  included  in  5  big  shows.  From  $268. 

GREAT  WEST  —  June  12-28. 17  days  by  motorcoach.  California,  Arizona  and 
more.  From  $990. 

ODYSSEY  OF  COLORADO  AND  CANADIAN  ROCKIES  —  June  26-July  11. 
CALGARY  STAMPEDE,  Mt.  Rushmore,  Badlands  and  Yellowstone  also 
featured  for  as  low  as  $945. 


Homecomings 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH  — 
Northwest  Florida  area.  Send 
resume  to:  Lakeview  Baptist 
Church,  1100  Michigan  Avenue, 
Pensacola,  FL  32505. 


Crowder  (North  Delta):  April  Silver  Springs  (Pike):  April  26; 
26;  10  am.;  E.  P.  Baldwin,  Cor-  Joel  Stroud  will  bring  message  at 
inth,  guest  speaker,  Joe  Meurrier,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal  served  in  fel- 
Batesville,  music;  dinner  in  family  lowship  hall;  the  Glory  Land 
life  center,  Harvey  Sewell,  pastor.  Singers  will  have  charge  of  pro¬ 
gram  at  1:30  pm.,  Lenny  Miller  is 
Southside,  Greenville:  April  26;  pastor. 

11  a.m.;  Archie  Goodwin, 

Louisiana,  guest  speaker;  Jasper  Harmony  (Carroll):  April  26; 
Butler,  music;  dinner  on  grounds  at  10:30  am.;  Ken  Gower,  pastor,  will 
noon;  singing,  1:30  p.m.;  Bari  preach;  Gayle  Gower,  Memphis, 
Ezell,  pastor.  soloist;  dinner  on  grounds;  Harmo¬ 

ny  Cemetery  Association  annual 
Goss,  Colombia:  April  26;  business  meeting  after  lunch. 

Porter  Buckley,  guest  speaker  for 

morning  services;  covered  dish  lun-  Gam  Grove,  Brookhaven:  April 
cbeon  and  afternoon  singing  will  26;  high  attendance  day  in  Sunday 
follow  in  Family  Life  Center.  School  at  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 

a.m.;  Lonnie  Case,  pastor.  Pearl - 
Puckett  (Rankin):  April  26;  Sun-  haven,  Brookhaven,  speaker,  lunch 
day  School,  10  am,;  worship,  II  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon;  the  Mag- 
a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fellowship  nolia  State  Quartet  will  sing  at  1:30 
hall  at  noon;  Hayes  Graves,  Bran-  p.m.  Sammy  J.  McDonald  ID,  pas- 
don,  guest  speaker,  Barry  Ward,  tor. 
pastor. 

Bond  Church,  Philadelphia: 
Bethsaida,  Philadelphia:  April  April  26;  11  am.,  followed  by  din- 
26;  Kermit  Sharp,  morning  mes-  ner  in  the  fellowship  ball;  afternoon 
sage;  covered  dish  lunch  and  singing,  the  Southern  Cross,  1:30 
singing  in  auditorium  at  1:30  p.m.  p.m.;  afternoon  worship,  2:30;  no 
with  the  Pearl  Quartet  night  services;  D.  W.  Green,  pastor. 


For  just  $25  see  the  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  AC¬ 
TIVITIES  needed.  Deadline  for 
resume  is  April  30,  1992.  Send  to 
North  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Ac¬ 
tivities  Search  Committee,  922 
Pecan  Avenne.  Philadelphia.  MS 
39350. 


June  9-19.  AH  of  Polynesia  for  as  low  as  $1449. 
July  31-Aug.  7.  Oahu,  Maui  and  Kauai.  From  $1254. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


SWISS  ALPS  SPLENDOR  —  July  11-24.  6  other  countries  also  included. 
EUROPEAN  ROADS  —  July  23- Aug  4.  London  to  Italy  and  5  more  countries. 
$1899 


ALASKA  SPLENDORS  —  Aug.  6-13.  Luxurious  cruise.  From  $2049 
GRAND  ALASKA  —  Sept.  8-19.  Train  and  Cruise.  From  $2248. 

ALASKA  AND  CANADIAN  INSIDE  PASSAGE  FOLIAGE  CRUISE  - 
19-26.  Lowest  pried  in  years.  From  $1748r  — 


SITUATION  WANTED:  Native 
MISSISSIPPI  AN  with  8  years  ex¬ 
perience  in  law  enforcement/2 
years  private  security/2  years 
pastoral  experience,  seeks  employ¬ 
ment  in  Mississippi.  Have  wife/two 
children.  Will  relocate  to  any  part 
of  Mississippi.  Resume'  sent  upon 
request;  interview  arranger!  at 
vour  convenience.  Contact:  B.  E. 
Smith,  HC  69  Box  208,  Atmore,  AL 
:i«5«2  or  call  205-577-6627. 


We’U  customize  travel  for  your  church  group  —  Like  Ozarks  for  as  low  as  SI  78 
and  Nashville  for  $1  is.  Need  a  charter  bus?  We  have  lowest  prices.  Call  for 
information  without  obligation. 


K 


f  J. 


> 1  Life  and  Work* 

Hear  and  heed  his  message 


By  LoU  M.  Autry 
Revelation  1:14 


According  to  those  who  deal  in  such  matters  a  person 
remembers  what  h&  hears  during  a  sermon  better  than  the 
closing  remarks.  Andrew  Stem,  a  former  ABC  News 
staffer,  telephoning  TV  viewers  after  a  newscast,  found  that 
over  half  of  those  who  had  listened  could  not  recall  even 
one  of  die  show’s  19  items.  Our  lesson  focuses  on  the  over¬ 
coming  of  these  universal  faults  by  faithful  attention  to  and 
action  upon  God’s  message.  The  message  today  concerns 
the  revelation  of  the  risen  Lord. 

The  source  of  the  Revelation  (w.  1*2).  Jesus  is  the 
source.  John  is  the  receiver  of  the  message  that  is  to  be 
passed  on.  The  deliverer  is  an  angel. 

The  prerequisite  for  divine  blessing  (v.  3).  Three  im¬ 
portant  points  are  mentioned  in  this  verse,  they  all  pertain 
to  the  way  of  receiving  the  message  and  of  utilizing  it 
Three  groups  of  people  are  mentioned:  die  reader,  the  hear¬ 
er,  and  the  keeper.  Not  everyone  who  reads  the  Word  is  a 
keeper.  All  hearers  are  not  keepers.  Only  those  who  read  or 
hear  die  Word  and  keep  it  will  be  blessed. 

The  superiority  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (w.  4-5a). 
This  greeting  from  John  emphasizes  the  Who  of  Jesus. 

Jesus  is  faithful;  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead;  the  prince  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  No  other,  living  or  dead,  can  qualify 
for  his  position.  He  is  the  Messiah-King  who  is  able  to 
overcome  all  things. 

The  redemptive  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (w.  5- 
6).  John  refers  to  the  supreme  sacrifice  Jesus  made  on  the 
cross  that  our  sins  might  be  cleansed.  The  physical  suffer¬ 
ing  of  Jesus  was  horrendous,  but  the  spiritual  separation 
from  the  Father  was  the  greater  torture.  He  knew  what  it 
meant  to  be  one  with  the  Father.  We  often  associate  with 
him  in  a  most  casual  manner.  This  must  be  offensive  and 
heart-breaking  to  him.  While  on  earth  Jesus  and  disciples 
were  very  dose.  In  John  17:11  be  prays  for  all  who  are  his 
that  they  may  be  one  even  as  be  and  the  Father  are  one. 
How  then,  can  we  reconcile  our  behavior  of  distancing  the 
Father  in  our  lives?  Do  we  praise  him  as  John  does  in  verse 
6?  “To  him  be  the  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen.” 

The  Lord’s  coming  in  glory  (w.  7-8).  John  explains 
bow  Jesus  will  return  and  who  will  witness  that  return. 
“Behold,  he  cometh  with  douds.”  The  doud  was  a  particu¬ 
lar  sign  and  symbol  of  the  Lord’s  presence  to  his  chosen 
5,  Israel.  On  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration  a  voice 
i  out  of  a  doud  and  proclaimed  Jesus  as  “my  beloved 
’  Acts  1:9a,  speaking  of  Christ’s  ascension,  says,  “And 
a  doud  received  mm  out  of  their  sight”  As  he  ascended 
from  earth  to  heaven  so  will  he  return.  At  his  ascension 
only  those  dose  to  him  were  present  At  his  return  every¬ 
one  wiD  see  him;  those  who  loved  him,  those  who  neglect¬ 
ed  him,  those  who  persecuted  him,  those  who  betrayed  him, 
those  who  pierced  him,  you  and  I.  Every  eye  shaU  see  him. 
Are  you  listening?  Have  you  heeded  his  Word? 

In  verse  8,  Jesus  affirms  himself,  who  he  is.  He  lists  his 
Qualifications:  Beginning,  End,  Always  has  been.  Is, 
Always  wiU  be,  the  Almighty. 

Hearing  and  listening  are  not  necessarily  the  same.  We 
are  bombarded  by  sounds.  We  either  tune  in  or  out  A  lis¬ 
tening  session  is  not  enough.  Two  other  requirements  must 
be  met  The  first  is  remembering  what  we  bear.  The  second 
is  heeding  or  acting  upon  what  we  hear.  If  everyone  was 
the  kind  of  Christian  you  are,  what  kind  of  world  would 
this  be? 

Autry  lives  in  Hickory  Flat,  and  is  a  member  of  Pine 
Grove  Church. 


Bible  Book 

Paul’s  Spirit-led  ministry 

BBy  Charles  Nestor 

2  Corinthians  3:14, 12-18 

Apparently  there  were  teachers  coming  to  Corinth  who 
brought  letters  of  recommendation.  These  teachers  proba¬ 
bly  came  from  the  church  in  Jerusalem.  It  appears  that  their 
view  of  ministry  differs  from  the  ministry  of  Paul.  The 
appearance  of  these  teachers  was  producing  controversy  in 
the  Corinthian  church.  Paul  defends  bis  ministry  by  citing 
results  evident  in  the  lives  of  the  people. 

L  The  evidence  of  Paul’s  Spirit-led  ministry  (3:1-3). 
Paul  informed  the  Corinthians  that  they  did  not  need  a  letter 
of  recommendation  from  him.  The  people  in  the  church  at 
Corinth  was  all  the  recommendation  needed  to  verify 
Paul’s  ministry.  Their  changed  lives  were  evidence  that 
God  was  involved  in  his  ministry. 

The  teachers  who  came  with  letters  of  recommendation 
could  very  well  be  Judaizers.  There  was  a  belief  among  the 
Jew  that  for  one  to  become  a  Christian  it  was  necessary  to 
first  become  a  Jew.  This  meant  to  observe  all  the  ritualistic 
laws.  Paul  never  placed  any  such  burden  on  the  Gentiles 
converted  from  paganism;  it  was  not  necessary.  Paul  chal¬ 
lenged  the  Corinthians  for  paying  any  attention  to  the 
teachers. 

Paul  came  to  this  city,  won  people  to  Christ,  and  formed 
them  into  a  congregation  The  people  knew  what  Paul  had 
done,  and  others  knew  because  of  his  ministry  to  the 
Corinthians.  He  refers  to  them  as  being  representatives  of 
Christ.  Paul’s  ministry  verified  itself  through  their  lives. 

The  principle  is  still  true.  We  are  to  be  the  evidence  of 
Christ  living  in  us.  Our  lives  should  be  an  open  testimony 
of  the  love  and  grace  of  God.  Changed  lives  are  better  than 
letters  written  on  parchment  or  in  stone.  God  writes  his 
love  in  our  hearts  and  we  ate  to  share  it  with  the  world. 

IL  The  source  of  Paul’s  ministry  (3:44).  Paul  defends 
his  ministry,  but  he  wanted  them  to  understand  it  was  not  a 
defense  of  his  ego.  He  was  doing  the  work  of  God.  God  is 
the  source  of  all  that  Paul  does.  He  remembers  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  meeting  God  on  the  Damascus  Road.  It  was  God 
who  commissioned  him  to  the  work  of  ministry.  He  wanted 
to  malm  that  quite  clear. 

The  source  of  our  ministry  today  is  also  God.  We  are  not 
capable  of  doing  anything  in  our  power.  We  must  rely  on 
God  through  the  Holy  Spirit  to  work  through  us.  We  are  to 
do  everything  to  the  glory  of  God. 

in.  The  superior  glory  of  the  Spirit’s  ministry  (3:74). 
Paul  compares  the  servioe  of  death  with  the  service  of  the 
Spirit.  The  service  of  death  is  to  follow  the  law.  He  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  old  covenant  was  great  in  its  day.  It  was  so 
great  that  die  face  of  Moses  shined,  and  the  people  could 
not  look  at  it  Since  that  is  true  of  the  old  covenant  just 
consider  how  much  more  the  new.  The  old  covenant  was 
great  because  it  revealed  the  nature  of  God.  The  new  is 
more  glorious  because  God  is  revealed  through  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  his  Spirit  The  law  had  become  a  barrier  to  seeing 
God.  In  the  new  covenant  God  is  present  in  his  Spirit 
IV.  The  greater  liberty  of  die  spirit’s  ministry  (3:12- 
18).  Paul  was  bold  in  his  ministry  because  of  the  superiori¬ 
ty  of  the  new  covenant  The  old  covenant  came  from  God 
through  Moses,  and  its  glory  caused  Moses’  face  to  shine 
so  thru  he  had  to  cover  it  For  Paul  the  old  covenant  was 
glorious  and  came  from  God,  but  it  was  limited.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  new  covenant  we  have  in  Christ  is  unlimit¬ 
ed  with  hope  that  is  eternal.  Without  Christ  they  could 
never  really  understand  the  old  testament;  their  minds  were 
veiled  by  the  law.  When  a  person  accepts  Christ  as  Savior, 
the  veil  is  lifted.  The  Christian  is  given  freedom  from  sin, 
condemnation,  death,  and  the  law. 

Christians  have  been  set  free  in  the  Spirit  to  do  die  work 
of  the  ministry.  It  is  not  freedom  without  responsibility,  but 
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The  gift  of  living  hope 

RBy  Bobby  Williamson 

1  Peter  1:3-9, 13-21 

I  once  heard  a  preacher  say  the  the  two  saddest  words  in 
all  of  the  English  language  were  the  words  “no  hope”. 

When  the  doctor  comes  into  the  hospital  room  of  our  loved 
one,  and  says  “no  hope”  we  are  certainly  devastated.  When 
an  estranged  spouse  tells  us  that  there  is  “no  hope,”  we  are 
destroyed.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  Satan  is  the  father  of  all 
lies,  and  that  God  is  die  author  of  all  truth.  One  of  the  lies 
that  Satan  tells  us  in  many  circumstances  is  that  there  is  no 
hope.  What  does  the  Word  of  God  do  to  this  issue  of  hope? 
In  our  lesson  this  week  we  find  a  hope  from  God  that  is 
enduring. 

L  The  new  birth  to  a  living  hope  (1T3-5). 

Peter  declares  to  us  in  w.  3-5  the  blessing  that  believers 
have  been  bom  again  and  have  been  given  a  living  hope  by 
Jesus’  resurrection.  Without  the  resurrection  there  would 
have  been  no  hope.  The  distinguishing  mark  of  Christianity 
is  that  we  serve  a  risen  Savior,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Bud¬ 
dha  is  in  the  grave,  Mohammed  is  in  the  grave,  Joseph 
Smith  is  in  the  grave,  but  Jesus  conquered  the  grave  that  we 
might  have  eternal  hope.  In  verse  4  Peter  stated  that  Chris¬ 
tians  have  an  eternal  inheritance  reserved  for  them  in  heav¬ 
en.  We  make  many  reservations  during  our  lifetime,  but 
there  is  none  so  important  as  the  one  that  Jesus  makes  for 
us  in  heaven.  Another  wonderful  thought  is  that  heaven  will 
never  be  overbooked.  Airlines  and  hotels  are  infamous  for 
overbooking  these  days,  but  in  verse  5  Peter  tells  us  that 
our  reservation  will  be  kept  by  God’s  power  until  the  full 
revelation  of  salvation  at  the  last  time. 

IL  Rejoicing  in  the  midst  of  trials  (1:6-9). 

A  key  element  of  our  text  this  week  is  the  focus  that  Peter 
places  on  Christ,  instead  of  trials  that  come  our  way.  So 
many  times  we  spend  all  of  our  time  concentrating  on  our 
problems,  that  we  forget  to  look  to  Christ.  Peter  says  not 
only  should  we  look  to  Christ,  but  that  we  should  rejoice  in 
the  midst  of  trials.  The  praise  chorus  says,  “The  world 
didn’t  give  it  to  me,  and  the  world  can’t  take  it  away.”  The  ^ 
chorus,  of  course,  speaks  to  the  joy  of  knowing  and  contin¬ 
ually  fellowshiping  with  the  risen  Lord  Jesus.  As  we  face 
trials  this  week,  let  us  focus  with  joy  on  Jesus,  and  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  our  salvation  through  him. 

HL  The  demand  and  incentive  for  holy  living  (1:13- 

21). 

If  I  were  to  be  able  to  choose  one  single  word  that 
describes  God,  that  word  would  be  holy.  God  calls  each  of 
his  children  to  a  life  of  holiness,  patterned  after  God’s  holy 
character.  What  is  our  motivation  for  holy  living?  Peter 
points  to  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  as  believers’ 
motivations  for  living  holy  lives.  Each  of  us  as  Christians 
should  lead  exemplary  lives.  Our  only  standard  should  be 
Jesus,  for  any  lesser  standard  would  be  an  abomination  to  a 
holy  God. 

IV.  The  evidence  of  holy  bring  (1:22-25). 

Jesus  Christ  paid  a  high  price  for  our  redemption.  In  giv¬ 
ing  his  life,  we  should  each  be  inspired  to  live  lives  that 
seek  to  be  worthy  of  such  sacrifice.  Even  though  our  salva¬ 
tion  is  free,  a  gift  from  God,  it  is  not  cheap.  The  good  news 
for  each  of  us  is  that  there  is  hope!  There  is  hope  for  a  soul 
that  is  lost,  and  there  is  hope  for  those  who  are  suffering 
through  the  trials  of  this  life.  That  hope  can  only  be  found 
in  the  risen  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

Williamson  is  pastor,  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon. 


freedom  to  obey  God  and  do  his  will.  We  are  free  from  the 
bondage  of  death  and  alive  in  Christ  We  are  to  express  that 
freedom  in  our  daily  life.  We  have  the  freedom  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  God  at  any  time  or  place.  We  have  freedom  to 
worship  and  witness.  We  have  freedom  to  love  our  enemies 
and  pray  for  those  who  do  not  treat  us  fairly.  We  have  free¬ 
dom  to  pray  for  lost  people  and  know  God  hears  our  pray¬ 
ers.  God  helps  us  to  exercise  our  freedom  in  accordance 
with  his  will.  , 

Nestor  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Bruce. 


South  African  Christians  on 
front  lines  of  social  change 


Church  (Mabaso  and  Shaw  are 
members)  are  caught  in  a  more 
subtle  crossfire,  as  South  Africa 
tries  to  undo  almost  half  a  century 
of  apartheid  without  spawning  a 
civil  war. 

The  same  outrage  at  senseless 
violence  and  inhuman  social  con¬ 
ditions  that  drive  other  blacks  to 
terrorism  surges  through  the  con¬ 
gregation.  But  the  same  Jesus  who 
commands  them  to  defend  the 
helpless  tells  them  to  love  their 
enemies.  The  same  Bible  that  says 
there  is  a  time  for  war  also  insists 
on  forgiveness. 

Evangelical  Christians  often  are 
viewed  as  wild-eyed  radicals  by 


Baptist  layman  Lawrence  Mabaso,  right  prays  and  a  fellow  Christian 
sings  about  eternal  life  on  a  African  commuter  train  where  violent  death  is 
a  common  passenger.  (BP  photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 

* 

Lincoln,  Pike  men  help  build  Harmony 

By  Jack  Honea 

Harmony  Church,  12  miles  out  senting  seven  churches.  it  is  the  last  weekend  of  deer  season? 

of  Brookhaven,  launched  its  build-  As  the  decking  began  to  cover  By  Easter,  Harmony  Church 
ing  program  last  August.  The  the  trusses  and  the  framing  of  the  would  be  praising  God  in  a  new 
church,  averaging  58  in  Sunday  walls  took  form  inside  the  sanctu-  building,  thanks  to  volunteer  help. 
School  out  of  90  total  membership,  ary,  the  time-honored  tradition  of  Pete  Butler,  building  chairman, 
has  Dewey  Smith  as  its  pastor.  pot  luck  meals  swung  into  play  says  he’ll  be  able  to  help  someone 
After  the  40’  by  80’  foundation  provided  by  the  women  of  the  else  by  returning  the  favor  some 
was  poured,  the  church  began  the  church  for  the  volunteers.  day. 

job  of  contributing  the  labor  rather  Lincoln  and  Pike  men  gave  more  Jack  Honea  is  construction 
than  hiring  it  out.  Saturdays,  including  one  in  Jan-  coordinator  in  District  7  for  the 

A  group  of  five  to  six  men  uary  when  the  temperature  didn’t  Brotherhood  Department 
framed  it  out  on  weekends  and  top  36  degrees  and  the  rain  threat-  -  — 

evenings.  Help  came  in  December  ened  to  turn  to  ice.  What  else  can 
from  about  25  men  from  the  Lin-  you  do  on  such  a  day  other  than 

coin  and  Pike  associations  repre-  work  inside  a  dry  building,  even  if  c  ?  <i 


Paul  Jones,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Magnolia,  and  Kan  Kirk,  pastor  of  North 
McComb  Church,  work  together  cutting  insulation  for  Harmony  Church. 
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